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PREPACK 



Th£ principle of these Essays will not be 
new to my readers. It runs through both 
Series of my Guides. It is, indeed, the 
source and centre of all my principles. I 
neither understood nor enjoyed the gospel, 
until I tried to do the will of God on earth, 
just as it is done in heaven. I never felt 
quite sure that my creed was right, until I 
saw that the creed of Saints and Angels, 
before the throne, could not be wrong. This 
one fact settled my faith* It has also been a 
clue, by which many have been extricated 
from the labyrinths of speculation and sus- 
pense. I have thus seen its worth: and as 
those who have profited by it from mere hintSf 
say, that it is wanted more widely than I 
suspect, I have expanded the hints into argu- 
meats and appeals, and endeavowted to xcL^a^^ 
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No. I. 

THE DESIGN OF THE KEW SONG. 

Any one, who remembers the character of 
John, will perceive, at a glance, that what was 
chiefly shown to him in Patmos, when " a 
door wa» opened in heaven," was just what 
John would be best pleased to see — the per- 
son, glory, and supremacy of Christ, That 
great sight would have satisfied him, even if 
he had seen nothing else. Nothing else could 
have so delighted him ; for, with no one else 
in heaven had he enjoyed such sweet commu- 
nion on earth. He had not only leaned on 
the Saviour's bosom at the Last Supper, he 
had also been singled out on Calvary, as the 
best guardian of the Holy Virgin, and had 
been, from the first, emphatically, ." the dis- 
ciple whom Jesus Joved," "We do ivo\,, VJast^- 

B 
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fore, wonder that he was chiefly delighted with 
seeing him, whom his soul loved, so enthroned, 
adored, and obeyed in heaven. That vision 
was a full-orbed form of the place, which 
Christ held in John's heart. He thus saw, in 
heaven, the 'perfection of what he himself felt 
on earth. 

Does, then, the prominence given to the 
glory of the Lamb, in the visions of Eternity, 
delight us chiefly ? Would we have been sa- 
tisfied with less about Christ, if there had been 
more about heaven itself? When we think of 
it, either as a state or a place, many questions 
spring up in our minds, and some of them are 
very interesting, as well as very curious : 
such as. How do spirits communicate their 
ideas to each other? — by what tokens can 
those who knew each other only in the body, 
recognise each other when disembodied ? What 
kind of interchange of confidence and love 
takes place between human and angelic spirits 
in the mansions of glory? — and, especially, 
what kind and degree of fellowship with God 
is permitted at the eternal throne ? Will it be 
frequent, or. so full as to solve all mystciies, 
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and satisfy all curiosity, and leave nothing to 
wish for, for ever ? Such questions may be 
useless now, but they are not unnatural. Who 
can help wishing to know, what intimacy he 
may expect to enjoy with his own family in 
heaven ? What relation he will stand in to the 
original inhabitants of the place ? What feici- 
lities will be afforded to him, for acquainting 
himself with the past history of that world ; 
with its natural history, as the paradise of 
God, and with its moral connexion with all 
the worlds in the universe ? I suggest these 
questions, just that we may see whether a 
revelation of heaven, which should have ena^ 
bled us to answer them satisfactorily, would 
have pleased us more than one, in which the 
glory of Christ, as the Lamb slain, is the chief 
thing. Now, however we may feel on this 
subject, there are many who would have pre- 
ferred to know more about the native spirits, 
than about the glory of Christ; more about 
the forms of heavenly language, than about 
the worship that is conducted in it ; more about 
the aspects of nature, as they will appear in 
heaven, than about the New Soiv^ o^ mxAa c?t 
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angels. Any thing in heaven is more interest- 
ing to the world at large, than the Saviour. 

Now, this is just the reason why nothing else 
is so much shown to the world in the visions 
of heaven. The great tendency of man is to 
overlook or underrate the Saviour, and there- 
fore, the great characteristic of the apocalypse 
of immortality is, to make Him *' all and all." 
It is, therefore, although in another sense, as 
much adapted to the real wants of the world, 
as it was to the wishes of John. It suited 
him, because it fell in so completely with all 
his desires and taste ; and it is equally suited 
to our chief dangers. Nothing in heaven 
could save or sanctify on earth, but the blood 
of the Lamb ; and, therefore, nothing is so 
much shown or celebrated there. 

This is a fine arrangement ; equally wise and 
kind. Christ crucified is the first sight that 
meets our eye, whenever we look into heaven, 
by the light of revelation. If we look to the 
throne, there he is in the midst of it, as a 
Lamb that has been slain : if we look to the 
altar, — there he is, as interceding by his own 
blood : if we look on the green pastures, and 
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the still waters of Paradise, — there he is, as a 
Lamb leading the whole flock : even when we 
look at all the armies of heaven, as tliey are 
the embodied hosts of Providence, for mercy 
or judgment, — there he is, at their head, " in 
a vesture dipt in blood." Thus, no man caa 
get a sight of heaven, by that door which God 
has opened, without seeing Christ, as an aton- 
ing sacrifice every where, and every where the 
glory of the place and of all the people. So, 
in listening at that door, the sounds, as well as 
the sights, are all full of Christ crucified. Even 
when there is " silence in heaven," the angels are 
all looking unto "the sufferings of Christ." And 
when they sing together, in vain we listen for 
a newer song than the New Song : "Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain! " is their ever -new 
ajld evetiasting anthem. Nothing new in crea- 
tion, whatever worlds or wonders may be 
springing into being in the spaces of infinity ; 
nothing new in providence, whatever events 
may be transpiring on earth, or throughout the 
universe, stops or lowers this song. It swells 
in all, and over all, their other shouts and 
songs. And as lo any man lieailug, a.ti'j ^l 
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from the lips of the human spirits he tries to 

look or listen for, but, '* Worthy is the Lamb 

that was slain for us," it is impossible. 

** Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
But all their hearts are one.'' 

And this is their everlasting melody : ** To 
Him that loved u||^md washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, jpiglory for ever." 

This, then, is the leading characteristic of 
both the enj^ments and the engagements of 
heaven. T» first design of the New Song is, 
therefore, to arrest and rivet our attention, by 
the peculiarities of heaven. We see nothing, 
hear nothing, when the veil is drawn aside, 
but what centres in the Saviour. He is all and 
all, in all things there. 

Now, this is not the heaven that man natu- 
rally expects or desires. There is, indeed, 
much in it that any and every man must love. 
No man can dislike its scenes or its society, 
its test or its rapture, its exemption from all 
evil, or its immortality of all good. In vain, 
however, do we try to look at these things by 
themselves, or apart from Christ, whilst we 
look at heaven in the glass of revelation. We 
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are not using that glass, when we hope for 
a better world, because we wish for a better 
world. It is not the heaven of the Bible, we 
are thinking about, when we think of future 
happiness, of which Christ is not both the 
source and centre. The Mahometan para- 
dise may be a grosser fancy, but it is not a 
greater fiction, than the better world which 
they look for, who overlook the person or the 
work of Christ. Those who axe not seeking 
heaven, by his atonement, and in his presence, 
are as arrant dreamers as the American Indian, 
who expects an island where 

'' His faithful dog shall bear him company." 

It is necessary to be thus plain, even if the 
plainness be deemed vulgarity, in connexion 
with this subject. The popular heaven, or the 
hereafter, of which the generality think and 
speak, is only just such another refinement 
upon British ideas of happiness, as the para- 
dise of Mahomet is upon Asiatic, or the hunt- 
ing groves of the Indian upon savage life. 
The popular heaven has, indeed, a distinct 
reference to goodness, and some reference to 
holiness, on the part of its expeclatvX^\ ^xv^^^'Ci 
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far, it is more spiritual than a heathen or an 
oriental heaven. Christ is named too, in con- 
nexion ^ith it. But, in general, he is only 
named, even when his " merits" are mentioned, 
as a ground of hope. This is a mere phrase, 
or form of speech, in the lips of the multitude. 
Thousands and tens of thousands use it, who 
never paused to consider or ask what it meant. 
All that they mean by it is, merely a hope 
that the merit of the Saviour will make up for 
the defects of their own virtue. And even 
that hope is prayerless, until they are becom- 
ing speechless, or afraid of death. In a word, 
nothing is so little thought about, in connex- 
ion with the popular heaven, as the Lamb 
slain ; and, therefore, nothing is so much 
spoken about in the revelation of the real hea- 
ven, as the Lamb slain. It makes him the 
chief object, and the charm of all heavenly 
things, because we are naturally inclined to 
make him the least or the last source of our 
expected happiiuess. 

Accordingly, when we first sit down to con- 
sider the heaven of the Bible, for the express 
purpose of making sure of it as our own eter- 



nul home, — we are struck with the fact, that 
all the visions of glory are full of ChriBt, We 
cannot help feeling, tbat there roust be more 
of Christ in. our religion, than there ever bas 
been in it, if we would make sure of heaven. 
We see clearly, that a alight reference to him 
at the close of our prayers, or an occasional 
remembrance of him at the sacrament, or a 
partial dependence on him at any time, will 
not do. Indeed, they v/Hl not bear looking at, 
whilst we look into the New Jerusalem, i'or, 
at whicheyer of its " twelve gates of pearl," 
place ourselves as spectators, the great sight 
the atoning Lamb ; the great song is the atoi 
ing Lamb. If we recognise angels as students, 
they are all studying the suiferinga of Christ ; 
if as worshippers, they are all adoring him as 
the Lamb elain. If we realize to ouraelves 
any spirit, in any class of the general assembly 
of the spirits of just men made perfect, its 
crown is at his feet, its harp ringing with his 
praise, its palm w»ying his honour, as the 
Lamb slain. In the presence of such facts, it 
is impossible to think that mere morality, 
however eminent, is religion ; oi ftvaV re^aS;- 
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ing tbe creed, is faith ; or that complimentiiig 
the merits of Christ, is love. Even a child, if 
shown all that is done and said in heaven, and 
then referred to his prayer, "Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven," would tell us at 
once, that "to be good, is to love the Sa- 
Tiour for dying for us." 

Another design of the New Song is, evi- 
dently, to show us the perfect harmony there 
is between the leading truths of the Bible, and 
the prevailing sentiments of heaven. The hea- 
ven of the Apocalypse, is the Bible in action : 
the Bible is heaven in principle. Any man. 
who will read attentively all " the lively ora- 
cles " which precede the visions of Patmos, 
will find nothing, when he comes to study the 
latter, but just what might be expected from 
the prominent place which the atoning Saviour 
holds in the former. And, in like manner, 
were any man to read the Apocalyptic visions 
of heaven first, and then to go through the 
canon of Scripture backward, he would find 
nothing and no more about Christ, in either Tes- 
tament, than just what might be expected from 
the place which Christ holds in heaven. Both 
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in heaven and the Bible, Christ crucifit-d is all 
and all. All the prophets and apostles of 
revelation, just say what all the armieB of liea- 
Ten sing. The harps of inspiration, and the 
harps of glory, are in perfect harmony, Ga- 
briel might be an ascended prophet oi apostle, 
and Isaiah and Paul descended seropliim, or 
incarnate angels ; so much alike arc they in 
"glorying only in the crosa of Christ." 

Thus the heaven of the Bible sustains and 
exemplifies the grent doctrines of tho Bible. 
Both are equally full of one grand fact — that 
all salvation is only by the blood of the Lamb. 
All the lamps of revelation burn around tlie 
cross on earth, and all the glories of eternity 
blaze around the crucified Lamb in heaven. 
What a proof this is, — that the word of God is 
intended to guide us to the paradise of God 1 
How true it ia — that the Holy Scriptures are 
" able to make ua wise unto salvation !" For, 
they teach chiefly what is now, and will be for 
ever, the chief theme of heaven. They make 
that the foundation-stone of personal piety 
here, which is the lop-stone of perf'ection there ;■ 
' — love to Him who loved us, au4 fiiei lot ti 
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This is the great characteristic of the Bible. 
O, there is not too much about Christ in it t 
Were thei» less, we should have less reason to 
hope for eternal life. But there is much about 
Christ in it, because there is much willingness 
in the heart of God, to bestow the gift of eter- 
nal life. There is much — ^because there is 
nothing, on the part of God, in plan or pur- 
pose, in nature or government, to hinder us 
from laying hold on Christ for eternal life. 
God has placed him every where in our Bibles, 
to prove to us, that he has *' no pleasure in the 
death of sinners.** Christ is the substance of 
the Bible, because love is the moral essence of 
God. 

How evident it is, even from these imperfect 
hints, that if we dislike to read, or hear, or 
think much, about t^e Lamb slain,-<-we really 
dislike the heaven of the Bible ! Do you not 
see, that no man can love it, without loving 
him ? It is not heaven itself , that a man loves 
or desires, whilst he cares little or nothing 
about the Saviour : it is rest, ease, immor- 
tality, or happiness, according to his own taste, 
not according to the will of GK)d. The man, 
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who cares little about Christ, would not care 
much, if " the better world" he hopes for be- 
yond the grave, were as far off from heaven as 
the present world is. Let it only be a place 
of (what he deems) happiness, and it may be 
any where in the universe of infinity, without 
offending him. He cannot, indeed, rid him- 
self of the wish to be with kindred spirits 
through eternity; but if he could calculate 
up<Mi a sufficient number of them, he could 
easily dispense with the glory of the Lamb. It 
would be no great disappointment to him, if 
1^ never saw Christ. 

Would it be a heavy disappointment to us, 
never to see the Saviour ? Could we too make 
ourselves quite happy without his presence, in 
any world that was better than this world ? I 
know that there is no better world than this 
open to man when he dies. The heaven of 
heavens is the only place of happiness for 
human spirits. It is not, however, useless to 
try and test ourselves with the question, 
Would we be well contented to be any where, 
if not in hell, even if we should never see nor 
hear of the Saviour ? Would it be ^tlow'^ 

c 
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for US to be for ever in good company, and 
free from all suffering, although in a world 
where the glory of Christ was unseen and un- 
known ? There is no such world in the uni- 
verse: but the supposition of it enables us to 
see at once the real state of our hearts towards 
tiie Saviour. We are certainly not in the way 
to heaven, if his favour and presence are the 
heavenly things we care least about. 

Do not evade this conviction, because it 
flashes out upon you firom an imaginary point. 
The conviction itself is no fancy. It is all 
sober and solemn fact, that if we feel little or 
no interest iu the grace and glory of the Sa- 
viour, we are yet in the way that leadeth down 
to hell. He is the only deliverer from the 
wrath to come ; but he will deliver none who 
neglect him. He is the only opener of hea- 
ven ; but he vnll open it to none who do not 
love and obey him. 

Now, even if we do feel some interest about 
the grace and glory of the Saviour, and can 
truly say that we are not entirely indifferent to 
his cross or his sceptre, we must confess that 
it is not enough, now that we see clearly what 
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heaven is. He must have a higher plac 

esteem ; a fuller place in our confidence 
a warmer place in our aSectiona ; f 
place in our hearts, if we would cherish the h' 
of eternal life. We ought not to be satisfied— ' 
we surely cannot satisfy oucselves after thi^ 
insight into the preeise frame of our spirit to- 
wards the Lamb slain — without looking oftener 
aad closer to his cross than we have done. We 
have much encouragement, as well aa mu^ I 
need, to do so. -J 

For, another design of the New Song i%~ 
evidently, to prove to us how well-pleaaing to 
God, and to all heaven, salvation by the 
blood of the Lamb is. Indeed, there might he 
nothing else delightful in heaven ; all are so 
taken up about this " one thing needful." Sal- 
vation by the cross absorbs all the hearts and 
harps around the throne. And, upon the 
throne, God and the Lamb seem to live and 
reign only for the purpose of beseeching us to 
be reconciled to them. And, before the throne, 
the eternal Spirit shines in seven-fold glory, for 
the express purpose of helping our infirmiti 
The throne itself ia not only a meic'j-tea'i.v^ 
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is also the ark of a covenant of grace, more 
brightly encircled and enshrined with the emer- 
ald rainbow of peace, than the ancient mercy- 
seat was with the shechinah of glory. Yea, 
the throne itself is the yery fountain from which 
the water of life proceeds, in a river, equally 
pure, full and free, to whosoever will drink 
freely. Heaven is, indeed, a father's house ! 
Its " many mansions,'* many crowns, many 
glories, all show, as they shine, that many sons 
will be brought to glory. And, however many 
its angels are, ** they are all ministering spirits 
to them that shall be the heirs of salvation." 

This universal confederation of all " the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places," 
under the eye and the sanction of the Gt>d- 
head, for the one grand object of commending 
and endearing redemption, proves, beyond all 
doubt, that the Father is more than wiUing to 
save ; the Son more than able to save ; the 
Spirit more than reach/ to help. They are so- 
licitous, intent, united to do so. Every thing 
in heaven demonstrates that the good- will of 
Deity to man, is no narrow purpose, no doubt- 
ful plan, no grudging system, no equivocal 
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promise of saving. It so satisfies saints and ' 
angels, wide and warm as their Bympathies for 
mankind are, that Ihey not only cry with aloud 
voice, "Worthy the Lamh that was slain," but 
exclaim with equal loudness and love, " Who 
would not fear and glorify thee V thus evinc- 
ing, that they neither see nor suspect any 
thing to hinder any one from doing so, to 
vrLom the gospel of the grace of God is sent 
by the providence of God. All their applause 
of God and the Lamb, and all their appeals 
to man, are founded upon the sufficiency of the 
atonement for " all nations, kindreds, people, 
and tongues." Now, be it remembered, they 
are nearer to the Lamb's book of life, and 
know more about the purposes of God, tban 
the narrow-minded theorists who presume tu 
" limit the Holy One of Israel" to a. fradiuttal 
election. Nothing that all the armies of hekj 
Ten say or sing, indicates that they see < 
any thing in heaven to limit their appeals i 
us. Their loud" Who shall not fear and gldjl 
rity thy name ?" is an appeal to " all nations 
This is, indeed, strong encoiiragement ; b 
it is not ail that the New Song o£ hcaNetiTi 
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sents to us« Our redemption by the blood of 
the Lamb must be glorifying^ as well as grati- 
fying to God. There is evidently no perfec* 
tion of his character, and no principle of bis 
government opposed to it. No other source 
of his glory, although all the sources of it are 
seen from the heaven of heavens, is so much 
studied or celebrated before the throne. Re- 
demption, not nature ; redemption, not provi- 
dence, is the grand theme ; and these only 
themes at all, just as they illustrate and for- 
ward that. Why is this ? Undoubtedly, evi- 
dently, because God feels more interest in, and 
derives more glory from the salvation of man, 
than from the wonders of the universe. 

O think of this fact ! He can not only be 
just in saving you by the cross, but also gUh' 
rUrnSy in his own estimation, and in the opinion 
of all heaven. There is joy in heaven over 
the repentance of one sinner, more than over 
all the worlds that need no repentance. Why ? 
Why do angels rejoice chiefly oyer the sal- 
vation of sinners ? Evidently, because that 
is God's chief joy, and his highest glory. 
Give him this pleasure : for he has sworn by 
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Uimselfy that he has no pleasure in the death 
of a smner. Give him this glory : for he pre- 
fers it to all the honour which the material 
uniyerse can pay to his perfections. 

Another design of the New Song is, evidently, 
to show to us how perfectly the hlood of the Lamb 
can pacify and purify the conscience of the 
guilty. The spirits of just men in heaven' sing 
the New Song, with as much composure as the 
angels that never sinned. Not that they have 
no consciousness of their past guilt and vileness : 
hut that they have such a consciousness of 
their perfect restoration to the Divine flavour 
and image, as balances all their memory of the 
past, and fits them to enjoy without fear or 
shame, both the presence of unveiled Deity, 
and of innocent angels. Where they are — 
and what they are — unfits them to remember, 
with pain, what they were. They do not for- 
get what they were. They all say " our sins" 
when they sing, " washed us by his own blood :" 
but their cheeks blush not, their lips falter 
not, their hands tremble not, as they bend 
over their golden harps, out'Singing angels in 
the chorus of the New Song. 
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This is an interesting fact. We could not 
have understood it well, without the visions of 
John. ' Words may explain it, now that the 
opening of heaven has exemplified it, by the 
posture and spirit of the Redeemed before the 
throne ; but I doubt much whether any verbal 
statement of the fact could have conveyed the 
sweet and sublime idea, that we could ever so 
forget what we had been, as never to have an 
unholy nor painful recollection, and yet re- 
member it so as to remain for ever humble. 

It is no easy matter to conceive how God 
can so forget the past character of those whom 
he forgives, as to welcome them without a frown, 
and commune with them without coldness. 
This, however, God does. The pardoned soul 
finds him as much love, as he is light, when 
it enters his presence. Its first audience in 
heaven is fellowship with the Father and the 
Son : and, after that interview, the soul is pre- 
pared to meet and mingle with any and all in 
heaven. 

I do not presume to explain this wonder- 
ful and delightful fact : but I do rejoice in it 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. I am 
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glad that angels will know nothing of our past 
history, that could make them shy of our 
company, or us ashamed of ourselves in their 
company. Or, if veiling all the past from 
them is not the security against this, I am glad 
that whatever they know, they will never 
choose to rememher. This will be the case also 
between all the redeemed themselves. All 
will forget as God forgets, and love each other 
as God loves them all. 

This delightful fact furnishes a glorious 
view of the sanctifying power of the blood of 
Christ upon the conscience ! 
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form, or spirit, during the lapse of intervening 
ages ; and as its design was gracious at first, 
it cannot be less so now, because both the 
priest and the sacrifice, celebrated in the New 
Song, are unchangeably " the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever." This is a better war- 
rant for taking down our harps from the wil- 
lows to sing it, than if the reverberation of its 
original music still lingered amongst the echoes 
of Patmos, or floated on the waves of the 
Egean. Indeed, its apocalypse to the world 
at large now, is a surer welcome to us to 
make it our own '* song in the house of our 
pilgrimage," than if we heard it in prophetic 
vision. And we only deceive ourselves if we 
imagine that we would make it our own on the 
authority of a personal vision, whilst we hesi- 
tate to adopt it on the authority of a public 
and final revelation: for it comes before us 
accredited and enshrined with as many signal 
providences, as it was by splendid miracles 
when John first heard it. Nothing is lost but 
its celestial accompaniments ; and their music 
and majesty passed away only as did the sound 
of the creative £at, " Let there \)e W^V.'^ ^ 
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the light called forth by that command remains 
for ever undiminished and nndimmed ; and all 
the love that first breathed and burned in the 
New Song, is everlasting love. Angels cele- 
brated it even then, more for our sake than for 
John's sake. And now their hearts and harps 
are full of the theme, that they may cry dowii 
from their thrones to us, *'Who would not 
fear and glorify thee, thou King of saints ?" 
Thus they hymn for ever the worthiness of the 
Lamb slain, that we may count him worthy of 
all our acceptance, confidence, and gratitude. 
In looking at this pleasing fact, however, we 
must not forget the high honour conferred upon 
John, as the first auditor of the New Song on 
earth. Even Paul's rapture in the third hea« 
vens was inferior to John's visions. Paul 
heard only " unspeakable words, which it is 
not lawful to utter;" but all things which 
John saw and heard, when heaven opened over 
Patmos, he was both allowed and commanded 
to " write in a book." This liberty to publish 
all the voices and visions of truth and grace^ 
must have been as gratifying to '' the beloved 
disciple," as the abundance and brilliancy of 
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the revelations themselves; for he could not 
hut tee in the visions of natural hope, as well 
as in those of prophecy, the eventual '' gather- 
ing of the people " around the cross, to sing, 
" Worthy is the Lamh that was slain for us/* 
How this must have gladdened the heart of 
him, who ''leaned on Jesus' hosom at supper !" 
Accordingly, his generous joy hurst out the 
very moment he hegan to write his visions : 
"Blessed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the words of this prophecy." Rev. i, 3, 
This is so like John ! 

Never was any exile so cheered in his ha- 
nishment. Domitian sent John to work in the 
mines of the earth : hut God called him to 
explore the deeper and richer mines of futurity 
and heaven. He does not seem to have had 
my hnman society in Patmos ; hut he was 
not alone ! That ocean-rock of the Cyclades, 
like Caxmel in the days of old, was covered 
with horoes and chariots of fire. Thus the im- 
pcfial edict, though unintentionally, sent him 
*' to an innnmerahle company of agels ; to the 
genefal assemhly of the church in heaven ; and 
to Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant,^' to 
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hear and see how ** the blood of sprinkling" 
was honoured at the eternal throne by Grod, 
and by all the godlike universe of being : for 
"from the tops of the rocks'* of Patmos, he 
beheld this beautiful vision of immortality, as 
well as the prophetic visions of futurity. Thus 
his lone island in the Egean Sea, was, to him, 
" a gate of heaven," wider than Bethel to 
Jacob, or Horeb to the Elders of Israel, or 
Tabor to Peter, or the Sanhedrim to Stephen. 
Who would not submit to exile, even on a 
solitary island, for the sake of such revela^ 
tions ? John could well afford to let all the 
curtain, thus drawn off from the invisible world, 
drop its folds upon the scenes and society of 
this world. 

He did not, however, know, when he was 
sentenced and sent to Patmos, that all or any 
of this '* strong consolation " awaited him 
there. He had to quit his home and pasto- 
rate, and to embark in the Roman galley for 
the mines, *^ not knowing what things should 
befall him." No pillar of cloud and fire, nor 
any " star in the east," led or lighted his new 
pilgrimage. He no doubt calculated, as a suf- 



ferer for the aake of the gospel, that he would 
not be forgotten nor unpitied by God ; but he 
did not anticipate the "exceeding weight of 
plory," which his sufferings were to work out 
for him, even in this world. It was not, there- 
fore, the immediate prospect of that glory, 
which reconciJed him to solitude and trihula- 
tion : he had to enter upon them in the 
strength of present grace, aud in the hope of 
eternal glory; and, in the first instance, to 
"endure as seeing Him who is invisible." 
Open Tisioti was, therefore, the reward of 
meek submission and holy patience. 

This is the case stilJ, when we have to be- 
come the prisoners of Providence, by personal 
or relative affliction. Exile from the sanctuary, 
to the lone sick chamber, is not preceded 
by foretastes or anticipations of " the peace 
tbat passeth all understanding," wliich is often 
found there, by meek sufferers. They have to 
he down for some time, " under the mighty 
band of God," before they feel " the ever- 
lasting arms undcrneatli tbcm ;" and to drink 
the bitter cup, before angels strengthen them. 
But Iberare both sustained and Boottvei 
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tually. When their furnace is at the crisis of 
its heat, they find that Jesus is either watching 
it as a refiner, or walking in the midst of its 
fiames as a delirerer. 

This experimental fact is of as much prac- 
tical value to us, as the doctrinal value of John's 
supernatural enjoyments. It does not prove 
nor illustrate so much of the Divine power and 
glory, as the Apocalypse did ; but it does 
prove, that the same eye which was upon 
John in Patmos, and the same hand which up- 
held him in solitude, are upon every house of 
mourning and calamity, where the heart of the 
sufierer is right with God. Ask any conscien- 
tious Christian, who has endured a great weight 
of affliction, whether he was left to bear it in 
his own strength, or without any conscious 
sense of the Divine presence ? He will tell 
you, without hesitation, that he never enjoyed 
the hope of salvation, or the light of the 
Divine favour, so much as then. His very 
look and tone will prove the truth of his words, 
when he assures you, that he could not have 
believed it possible^ to render him so calm, 
resigned, and happy, as he felt when in deep 



■rk waters, where all human help was 
vain. Let us not, therefore, be Coo much 
afraid of deep and dark waters. They can 
be divided, like Jordan and the Hed Sea, or 
iUnminated with glory, like the Egean around 
Patmos. 

And even if the lonely exile of affliction be 
not cheered by " strong consolation," it is 
Dot Hnprofitable, nor without corapensation. 
Visions of glory, and exhilarating manifesta- 
tions of the Divine presence, are not tlie only 
things which do us real good, or which au- 
thenticate the work of the Holy Spirit upon the 
heart. John saw, during his exile, dark visions 
of time, as well as bright visions of eternity ; 
and the former were as useful for time, 
OB the latter for eternity. The one pre- 
pared him for the vicissitudes of this world, 
and the other for the fellowship of the next 
world. And we are no losers by affliction, if 
we learn nothing in the furnace but the ex- 
tent of our dross. That opening of the heart, 
which reveals to us "the plagues" of our 
heart, in all their vileness and inveteracy, until 
WG tremble at our own depta\it^I,\a ■*:& tv\M.ii\i 
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wanted, in order to endear the Saviour and 
deepen our dependence on the Sanctifier, as 
any comfort we long for, or set a high value 
upon. No opening of heaven, to faith or 
sight, could do us so much good, as this revela- 
tion of the heart, if we he yet but half-hearted 
in prayer or penitence. We have not, there- 
fore, suffered for nothing, nor without help 
from the Holy Spirit, if we have been shocked 
at the discoveries which the fiimace made of our 
dross and tin. This is, indeed, a sad sight — 
apainful lesson — but not less useful, eventually^ 
than "joy unspeakable and full of glory." 
John's first visions and lessons in Fatmos, so 
overwhelmed him, that he " fell as dead" at 
the feet of Christ. But as that shock of fear 
was not the forerunner of despair or ruin, so, 
humiliating, and even horrifying, discoveries 
of our own unworthiness, weakness, and vile- 
ness, are not tokens of vrrath, nor proofs of 
utter unregeneracy. An unregenerated heart 
would not be pained nor ashamed by them. 
An unenlightened mind could not discern 
their enormity. A conscience untouched by 
the blood of sprinkling, or by the grace of 
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the Spirit, could not tremble at the plngoe* 
of the heart. However, tliereforc, suth 
penitents may doubt their own penitence, or 
hesitate to iiscribe their shame and self-cua- 
demnatioa to the work of the Holy SpiiiEfc i 
they are true penitents. They do not see thisj-" 
but God, "who seeth not as man sceth," looks 
with a father's pity on all who " tremble at his 
word," John, when he lay at the Sa' 
as dead, was as much an object of Divine com- 
p^sion, as he was of Divine compi; 
when he vied with the hosts of heaven 
singing the New Song. That shock of tei 
prepared him to join this shout of triumpl 
True ; he was " the beloved disciple," beforo 
hia trials or raptures began : but he too, in 
common with all the disciples, had long been 
" slow of heart to believe" or understand the 
gospel, even whilst hearing it from the lips of 
the Saviour, And if Jesus allowed him to 
" lean on hia bosom " then, it was not be- 
cause John had then entered into the spirit 
the gospel, or had approved all that he undi 
stood ; but because he was, upon the wholi 
neither a waj-ward nor an unwiWmg \ea.iivCT 
the Master's JeeC. 
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But it is only the truth and grace of the 
New Song itself, that will ever charm us into 
the spirit or habit of making it our own song. 
It must draw our harps from the willows of 
Babylon, as well as become their " chief joy." 
And it has power both to attract and tune 
them, until the melody of the heart is in full 
harmony with the melody of heaven. Be not, 
therefore, too hasty in concluding, that you 
can never " sing the Lord's song in a foreign 
land." You already love to hear others sing 
it ; and, like the Jews in Babylon, you cannot 
"forget" it. You would rather that your 
right hand lost its cunning, and your tongue 
cleave to the roof of your mouth, than forget or 
despise the worthiness of the Lamb slain. 
Well, all its melody in any heart began in this 
heart-felt desire to sing the song of the Lamb. 



No. III. 

THE BURDEN OF THE NEW SONG. 

" The Hallelujah chorus " of the New Song 
is, the atonement of the Lamb of God for the 
redemption of the soul. Hence, it is not the 
life, but the death of Christ — ^not his example, 
but his sacrifice — not his ministry, but his me- 
diation, that forms the burden of this ** song of 
songs." Not only do all aroimd the eternal 
throne sing nothing of their own good works 
or great sufferings, whilst they were on earth : 
they celebrate none of the Saviour's good 
works or virtues ; but confine the song of sal- 
vation, exclusively and entirely, to " the blood 
of the Lamb." 

This fact demands and deserves your utmost 
attention. I do not, of course, mean to in- 
Binuate, that either saints or aivgeV^ \Tv\ve«^«CL, 
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overlook or forget the life of the Saviour. 
They cannot — they would not if they might — 
forget tkat perfect model of the beauty of 
holiness : and they know its merits too well, 
not to admire it, as the express moral image 
of God. But still, it is the Saviour's death, 
not his life ; his blood, not his obedience, that 
kindles their adoring wonder, and calls forth 
their pealing hosannahs of gratitude. Now, 
if there be any thing self-evident from revela- 
tion io reason, it is, that whatever is done in 
heaven, mider the eye and sanction of God, 
must be—" the will of God." And it is 
equally obvious, that the grand intention of 
religion is, that His will should " be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven." Now, as all in hea- 
ven ascribe salvation wholly to the blood of 
the Lamb, it is self-evident that all on earth, 
who refuse to do so, are directly opposing the 
will of God, and thus demonstrably wrong 
and rebellious. There is no evading this con- 
clusion, whoever it may affect, or however it 
may clash with some popular theories of cha- 
rity : for if they are rights who, in heaven, make 
the atonement " all and all" in salvation, they 
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musL be wrong, who, on earlli, make it little 
or notliing but a marlyrdom for truth. 

What, then, if some the contemners of the 
atonement be men of strong minds ? Angels, 
"who excel in strength," admire and adore 
its mysteries ! What if they were all men of 
great learning, who reckon the blood of the 
cross a mere seal to the testimony of Christ? 
Archangels and all the eider spirits of eternity, 
who know even as they are known, and see 
God and the Lamb face to face, celebrate it as 
the ransom of the soul, and the propitiation 
for sin. What, too, if they are all virtuous 
men, who reduce the death of Christ to a 
splendid martyrdom, in confirmation of the 
doctrine of unmortulity, by the resurrection ? 
All " the spirits of just men made perfect " in 
heaven, refer all their salvation, and perfection 
too, to the atonement. 

What, then, are human names, pretensions, 
or suffrages, on a point where all heaven 
testifies and adores ? Its thrones bow to the 
cross, its lamps bum around the cross, its 
laurels garland the cross, its harps celebrate, 
enahrines the ttoas. '^cwi 



every step and strain of UnitariaQism is againsl 
the creed and chorus of heaven. Indeed, that 
upstart and impudent system, to be consistent 
with itself, ought to avow, that it must revolu- 
tionize all heaven, as well as the caith, befoie it 
can stop ; for, on itsprinojples.heavenisfarthefit 
gone in idolatry and superstition. There are 
some on earth who deny hoth the divinity and 
the atonement of the Saviour ; hut there are 
none in heaven who deny or douht either. It 
will, therefore, he quite time enough to weigh 
the claims of Unitaiianism, when it has drawn 
one harp to itself from the innumerable com- 
pany of angels ; or owe crown of the general as- 
semhly, from the feet of the Lamb. Until then, 
it may safely, and without any breach of 
charity or candour, he pronounced equally 
hollow and haughty ; unacriptural and unrea- 
sonable, 

Now, you have no sympathy with Socinian 
views of the person or the work of Christ. 
You wonder, and could almost weep, that any 
man could be so infatuated as to retain the 
Bible, and yet reject the divinity and atone- 
ment of the Saviour. You are shocked equi 
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by the sin and the absurdity of such conduct* 
You ought not, howerer, to be at all leas 
shocked at practical neglect of the Lamb slaiD» 
than at specnlative trampling on his blood* 
The man who can bring himself to believe, 
that no atonement was wanted or made for 
sin, acts consistently^ at least, with his avowed 
opinion^ when he brands the doctrine of the 
cross : but, to hold the need of an atonement, 
and yet to hold back the heart from it; to 
profess that it is the only refuge of the soul, 
and yet to refuse or postpone flight to it ; this 
is more horrid in itself, and must be more 
hateful to God, than any speculative heresy 
whatever ; because this is wilful, if not wanton, 
neglect (^ known truth and acknowledged 
duty. And yet, alas, this neglect of the great 
salvation is any thing but uncommon. Many 
who know much of its greatness and glory, as 
a system, yet live on heedless and heartless to 
all its charms and claims, as a refuge or remedy 
for their souls. 

This, too, shocks you, perhaps, and yet, 
though not thus indifferent, you may be as 
much a/raid as some are unwillVng, to \si^L^ 
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xefage in the cross of Chjrist. I would not 
speak harshly, where you feel tenderly ; hut, 
I must say, that your fears are as unwarranted 
as the ohjections of infidels, the cavils of 
heretics, or the excuses of triflers. You, in- 
deed, douht and fear, from very different mo- 
tives, and in quite another spirit to them. 
You do not at all helong to their class. You 
would be glad to hope in Christ for your own 
salvation, if you could only feel warranted to 
do so. 

Now, you never will feel warranted, whilst 
you seek for a warrant in your own feelings. 
It can only he found in the feelings of God 
and the Lamb ; and their feelings can only be 
known from their words. You must, there- 
fore, ** search the Scriptures,*' not your own 
heart, nor your conscience, nor your spirit, 
nor your character, if you would find a warrant 
for yourself to hope in the cross : for not any 
thing that any one feels, is his warrant for 
hoping in Christ. You think of the thirsting 
of some for the water of life, and of the hun- 
gering of others for the bread of life ; and call 
that their title to appropriate the merits and 
promises of the Saviour to l\i^mse\N^^, \\.S&> 
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however, no such thing. Indeed, did you feel 
all that they do, and all that you yourself 
wish, and were that feeling raised to all the 
height of Pentecostal solicitude about salva- 
tioD, you would have, in that, no more title 
to hope, than you have without it. 

Does this surprise you 1 It ought not. I 
say it, not to startle you, but just because it 
means no more than you do, when you say 
that your " faith should stand on the word of 
God, and not on the word of man;" for our 
own feelings are no more the ground of hope, 
than the word of man is the ground of iaith. 
In fact, feelings have nothing to do with the 
real and original grounds of hope or faith. 

But I will not put your mind on the stretch 
aniongst the abstract logic of this question. It 
is a question of the hearl, in order to the 
" melody of the heart," with you ; and as such, 
therefore, I will treat it.' Now, you are quite 
right in supposing, that it would encourage you 
very much, if you could only feel all that 
hatred of sin, and all that love to holineas, 
all that delight in thinking about the Saviour, 
which fou v'tsb to experienco. 1\i\a 'mtwMi., 
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this ought, to enooarage you; fpr there ore 
specific promises addressed to all who thus 
** hunger and thirst after ri^teonsness." Nor 
is this all : these holj longings are parts and 
proofs of the work of the Holy Spirit on 
the heart. They are, however, but parU of 
his woric. The shame and sorrow you feel 
because you cannot feel as you wish towards the 
Saviour and holiness, are quite as much the £ruit 
of the Spirit, as joy or love is so. They axe 
not such ripe fruit, but they are real fruit, and, 
generally, the ^* first fruits'' of conversion. 
^ The carnal mind is enmity against God ; ** 
and, therefore, its natural carnality ia some- 
what subdued by grace, whenever we begin to 
be ashamed of it, and pained on account of 
it. The things of the Spirit are "foolish- 
ness" to the natural mind; it discerns no 
beauty in them, and derives no happiness 
from them, and attaches no value to them, 
as present blessings; and, therefore, the 
mind has undergone some degree of spiritual 
change, when its views of spiritual things are 
seriousy however sad they may be. In a word, 
when the great realities of salvation cease to 



be r^arded as foolish or uninteresting in our 
eEtimation, some of the wisdom which maketh 
"wise unto salvation" has come down from 
the Father of lights, and will be followed by 
more good and perfect gifls. 

But now, whether you apply this to your- 
self, or not, I again tell you, tliat feelings, 
whether sad or joyful, are not the warrant of 
hope. That is all in the word of God ; because 
all the word of God tcstifica the worthiness of 
the Lamb of God : in his grace and glory, 
therefore, you must look for both your war- 
rant and welcome. No man ever found either 
any where else. Many may have begun to 
hope, and been able to hope for a time, by the 
help of some insulated promise, which seemed 
made /or them, and applied lo them, because 
it was BO suitable to their case when they dis- 
covered it ; but all such promises, however 
pleasing, and however applied in this way, are 
like the star of Bethlehem, guides to the Sa- 
viour himself. To him, at last, uitd to him 
alone, the soul must come for all its consola- 
tion! Promises are, indeed, great in theni' 
selves, and peculiarly " preciouB," 'hWh ftic"] 
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. tttBi or seeiD) brought home to the heart by 
the Spirit: but those who find them bo at 
first, fitid too, in course of time, what this 
meaneth, *' that all the promises are yea and 
amen in Christ Jesus;" and thus learn, that 
he must be all and all, as the ground of hope, 
because he is all and all as the ground of ao^ 
eeptance* I>o look again at the New Song ! 
There is much in it that will be new to you, 
even if you have rather an intimate acquaint* 
ence with its great characteristics. It cele- 
brates no divme promise, nor yet any divine 
operation, as the cause or source of redemp* 
tion. It dwells on nothing, . touches on no- 
thing, but the blood of the Lamb. And for an 
obvious reason ; all the promises of God are 
founded upon the atonement of Christ, and all 
die work and witness of the Spirit glorify 
Christ. Whilst, therefore, you do not see 
enough in the worthiness of ihe Lamb to pre- 
vail against all your unwdrMness, and are 
thus seeking for something else to ^qualify you 
for his grace, you are, however unintention- 
ally, trying to give a new turn to the JNew 
Song. 
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I am not upbraiding nor reproving. This 
is only a mistake; and the mistake only of a 
8^ou8 mind, which means well, even when it 
judges worst. Still it is a mistake you must 
correct ; for there is enough in the fulness of 
Christ to meet your case, and thus to warrant 
yoarhope, however you may feel at present. 

It has been already said, that not in our 
own feelings, but only in the feelings oi God 
and the Lamb, can a real warrant for hope be 
found. This assertion is not at all at variance 
with what has just been stated concerning the 
atonement. The blood of the Lamb embodies, 
expresses, exemplifies, and emblazons all tiie 
feelings of the Eternal Mind. The atonement 
shows in deed, what Revelation shows in word^ 
" that Grod is love.'* And, really, it should 
strike us very powerfully, that if we cannot 
venture to hope in this alone, nothing else is 
either so great or so good. 

We are, indeed, poor judges both of wairants 
.and encouragements, when we want any thing 
beyond the ".unspeakable gift of God," and 
** the unsearchable riches of Christ," to 
authorize our hope : for what eaii co\3\^^X'i 
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with them ? No token of personal favour, how- 
ever merciful or miraculous. I know wel 
what you are thinking ; viz., that you hav< 
no more doubt of all this than I have. Whal 
you doubt is, not whether there is enough h 
the blood of Christ to warrant hope, no] 
whether all hope should centre there ; bul 
whether one who feels as you do, and is whai 
you are, is warranted. You do not want some 
thing more than Christ to rely on ; but some^ 
thing to encourage you to rely upon him 
" The soul," you say, " must be both in- 
clined and enabled to hope in Christ alone 
before it can do so.'* You are right. War- 
ranting a blind man to look, or a lame man t( 
run, is nothing, whilst their organs are inca- 
pable of the exercise. Even this, however, h 
only true, when human lips give the warrant 
It is not true, when God speaks* When H< 
gives such a command, the power to obey ac* 
companies the effort to obey. He says, '* Look,' 
because he gives sight to the spiritually blind 
He says, ** Stretch forth thine ]^and," becaus< 
he will communicate to its withered joints anc 
sinews all requisite energy, wherever there is 
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a willingness to attempt the required duty. In 
a word, 'Mt is in trying, that strength comes " 
down from on high. Do you now ask, '* Trying 
what V* I answer at once, in trying to helieve 
the gospel. Now you have not been trying 
to believe it, if the exercise of your mind has 
turned ehiefly upon such questions as your 
dection, your adoption, or your conversion. 
These things are not the gospel. They are 
in it ; but they are not it. The gospel itself, 
is the glad tidings of God's love, not to the 
church, but to the world ; not to the elect, but to 
sinn^s. Christ died for the " ungodly," as 
well as for ^e church* He is the propitiation 
for the sin of the whole world, as well as for 
their sins, whom you account the redeemed 
from amongst men. 

Now, did you ever try the effect of believing 
the love of Gt)d to the world ? of believing the 
ability of Christ to save you ? of believing 
what God has sworn, that he has no pleasure 
in the death of a sinner ? The Spirit may not 
have helped your infirmities at all, whilst you 
were trying to believe that you were an elected, 
or sidopted, or a regenerated child ot Oo^\\>\yX. 
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the question is, would the Spirit have withheld 
his help, had you tried as much to believe that 
the blood of Jesus Christ deanseth from all sin ? 
Remember that the Spirit's grand|aim is to ** glo- 
rify Christ," and not to give us such a good opi- 
nion of ourselves as should warrant us to hope 
in Christ. It is the things of Christ, which he 
shows to the soul, when he converts the soul. 
It is the book of revealed truth, and not the 
book of life, tiiat the Holy Spirit unfolds, 
when he opens the eyes of the understanding, 
and turns sinners from darkness to light. 
Think of this. The Spirit will not refuse 
to help you at the cross, whilst looking 
unto the Lamb slain ; however he may have 
stood afar off whilst you were looking at the 
probabilities of your being a chosen vessel of 
mercy. Searching your own heart and reins 
for marks of grace, is not searching the Scrip- 
tures for a warrant to lay hold on Christ for 
eternal life. Try that, if you would have 
strength come down from on high ! 



No. IV. 

THE MYSTERIES OF THE NEW SONG. 

Whatever mystery there may be in re- 
demption, it does not prevent nor disturb the 
music of the New Song. Neither harps nor 
hearts, lips nor lyres, in heaven, are ever 
silenced or disconcerted, by what is incompre- 
hensible in the atonement. Indeed, there 
might be no mystery in the New Song, or 
mystery might be its chief charm, judging from 
the zeal and zest with which it is sung in 
heaven. There is, however, much mystery in 
it : and yet, the blood of the Lamb, which is 
its chief mystery, is its chief melody. That 
is both the source and centre of all its notes. 

We ought, however, to be equally careful 
neither to ascribe more mystery to redemption 
by the blood of the Lamb, nor to leco^m^^ 
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and those who see nothing but 
cannot estimate its value. 

Did you ever fairly, as well 
fully, as well as devoutly, meet i 
question, — ^Why is redemption 
of the Lamb of God ? To not 
ascribed ; and, therefore, by not 
it have been procured : for all t] 
God as wise or just, good or g 
dve proof, that he would havi 
own Son," if he could have sf 
otiier way. 

T«» ;o kori Iacpii*. iMid worse di^ 
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other way of redeeming his prodigal ? If he 
did, we could not think highly or well of his 
paternal character. 

I hoth know and feel that this is delicate 
ground. He who steps upon it, is almost sure 
to be met with the startling question, '' What ! 
would you limit Omnipotence? In answer to 
this^ I would simply ask, — Could Omnipotence 
go higher than Emmanuel, in selecting a Re- 
deemer for our world ? It could not go beyond 
Jehovah's fellow. All its choice of a Mediator 
lay therefore between the Son and the Spirit ; 
and whichever of them had been chosen^ no- 
thing greater or equal could have been found 
in the universe. All creatures and things are 
infinitely inferior to them, because they are 
one in essence and glory with the Father. The 
range of Omnipotence, in providing a Saviour, 
was, therefore, limited by the limitation of 
persons in the Godhead, if a Mediator was to 
be chosen from the Trinity. And, as the eter« 
nal Son was chosen, his rank is demonstration^ 
that no one inferior to him could have medi- 
ated between God and man. Remember, it 
was as a VaiheT, that God selected, aTvOL^\i\.\:&.% 

F 
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Son to be the propitiation for sin : and, there- 
fore, his paternal character, and not his omni- 
potence, is the real test of the question, — 
" Could not God have saved by other means ?" 
Now, do you not see at a glance, that, as a 
Father, he would have spared his Son, if he 
could have done so ? Justice, as well as love, 
required that his beloved Son should not be 
the victim, if any other sufficient victim could 
be devised by Omniscience, or created by Om- 
nipotence. Even as God, " it became him, for 
whom are all things, and by whom are aU 
things, in bringing many sons to glory," to 
bring them at the least expense possible, or 
compatible with the honour of the Divine go- 
vernment : &r too much is as inconsistent with 
its real honour, as too Utile. Overdoing and 
imderdoing are equally incompatible with all 
just ideas of Divine wisdom or power. The 
perfection of Omnipotence is, that it " does all 
things weU ;" which would not be true, if it 
could have done its greatest work " well," 
without the sacrifice of its richest jewel. 

They must, therefore, have very low views 
of both the paternal and the regal character of 



God, or they liBTe not studied either in this ' 
connexion, who dream of other possible plans 
of redemption. I have never, indeed, heard 
r one suggest another plan, nor have I ever 
beard the remark irom any one ill affected to 
the revealed plan ; for those who reject the 
atonement of Christ, reject all atonement for 
Kin : and, therefore, as the theory of other 
plans is mentioned only by those wlio bow to 
God's actual plan, I am the more concerned to 
prove to them, that all other ways of redeem-i I 
ing the lost, were as impossible, as it is im- 
possible for God to be needlessly severe, or 
unnecessarily kind. And, what else, or what 
less, is implied in the grateful acknowledg- 
ment of all Christians, that, " when there was 
no eye to pity, and no arm to save," Emmanuel 
took up our cause ? No one means to reflect 
upon the angelic hierarchy, by this ascription 
of glory and good-will to the Saviour. No one 
imagines, that angel or archangel, cherub or 
seraph, was mighty enough to save, if willing 
to be a Saviour. And if none of their hosts 
possessed the requisite ability to atone for sin, 
iben it u UteraUy true, that ftieic 'Mas "" ^"a 



the Bhedding of blood ? Mightno 
tiee have been satisfied far s 
in saving, by some other met 
ferings ?" Now, I nm quite 
tay, " No," in answer to this qu) 
however, quite as easy to prove, 
Iiut the punishment of sin covdd 
for the pardon of sin. For, M 
apart from puQishiiig it in some 
be both to encourage and coiinivi 
would or could think it an evil, 
with impunity, or were pardoM 
matter of course t We see and J 



God or holiness. Thus no mortal nor immop- 
tal can conceive of any other mode of tieating 
sin as a moral evil, but by condign punishment. 
Wo can easily conceive of various kinds and 
degrees of punishment ; but utter impunitti is 
iaconceivable, because impossible, under moral 
govemmetit. 

What, however, are we really thiniing about, 
■when we speak of sin — of pardon — of punish- 
ment! If we think only of the evil of our own 
worst personal sina, it is very easy to specu- 
late about other means of pardon. Every man 
could strike out some plan by which, as he 
thinks, God might safely pardon him. But, 
what we count our worst sins, arc not the chief 
causes of our need of pardon. It is our natnre, 
more than our actions ; our hearts, more than 
our life, that rendered an atonement necessary, 
in order to the pardon of sin : for sin, in our 
case, is not only all the evil we have done, bat 
all the undone good which we ought to have 
done. Tea, it is far more than all that : it is 
all that is wrong in us ; and that is just as 
much as we are unlike God, in purity of heart 
sad life! We are sinners, to aUftie ex^enX-Ss 
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which we are less holy than the godlike angels 
of heaven. We only skim the sur&ce, there*- 
jEbre, when we think only of what evil we have 
jdoxie* The undone good is equally a part of 
Axut guilt. And our want of the Divine image 
if the confiummation of both our sin and 
danger. 

The question is not, therefore, were there not 
^nany ways in which God could have pardoned 
lies, lusts, and sins of that kind ? but, was 
there any other way of pardoning the guilt of 
not beii^ godlike in our whole character and 
conduct ; aggravated as that guilt is, by our 
^dislike, to be godlike ? Do not, I beseech you, 
evade this awfiil view of our case, by laying at 
JLdiun's door the. guilt of our want of the Di*- 
vlne image. Thece lies at our own door the 
guilt of not caring for the loss of that image, 
and the guilt of not seeking its restoration, and 
the guilt of not loving the true holiness in 
which it consists. Besides, in whatever way 
we became unholy, or unlike God, we must be 
*' holy as God is holy," before we can inherit 
-the kingdom of heaven. Now the x)ardon 
which we need, and which God gives, is in 
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order to this perfect purity ; and, therefore, no 
man can proYe> that another mode of pardon- 
ing could have secured perfect and eternal 
holiness, in creatures utterly destitute of and 
averse to the Divine image. To make them 
" partakers of a divine nature," or " holy as 
God is holy," is an end so unspeakably and 
inconceivably great, that no moral means ap- 
pear at all adequate to it, but that incarnation 
which united human natuce to the Divine na- 
ture in the person of Christ, and thus added 
Divine merit to the atonement of Christ. For, 
however easily natural Omnipotence can call 
into existence, out of nothing, myriads of per*- 
fect beings in all the beauty of holiness, we 
know of no moral omnipotence that could re- 
store lost holiness to sinners, but through the 
medium of satisfaction* 

Reconsider this view of our case. It is to 
the whole depth of our Ml, and to the whole 
height of our intended and eternal elevation, in 
the scale of being and bliss, that the atone- 
ment is adapted. Although, therefore, we 
cannot think too ill of our actual sins ; we 
think took well of our actual state a& ^vuxi^x^) 
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if we imagine that the atonement had nothing 
to do but to merit the pardon of actual ains. 
It had, of course, to do that ; but it had also to 
merit for us, the same place in heaven, and 
the same place in the favour of God, and the 
same conformity to the image of God, and an 
eternity of all this, which angels that never 
sinned, and archangels that never fell, enjoj. 
It was to bring many sinners, as ^'sons, to 
this glory," that Christ endured the cross. 
However, therefore, any one, who has not seen 
that glory, may dream of other ways of secur- 
ing it, all who are glorified, and thus qualified 
to judge, sing the blood of the Lamb in a tone 
of triumph, which both indicates and evinces 
that they are quite sure, that nothing but His 
blood could have merited their eternal place 
in the Divine presence, favour, and image. 

May I not say, now, to you and myself, 
** 06 and learn what that meaneth ; The Son 
of God came to save the lost ?" We are, by 
nature and practice, as far and as much lost, as 
we are unholier than the perfect spirits before 
the throne — as far as the pure gold of human 
nature is changed and dimmed from its original 
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purity and splendour — as far as our bodies arc 
infeAor to Christ's glorious body— as far as our 
spirits are unlike the Father of our spirits, in 
moral perfection. This— is to be lost ! This, 
besides all our actual sins and known depra^ 
vity, is our condition as sinners. 

Now, it was to save sinners thtis lost, that a 
Divine atonement was required and made : and, 
having been made and accepted, who shall 
dare to say, or think, that " so great salvation" 
could have been effected by other means? 
Who, that believes this to be God's only plan 
of saving, would avert a thought or a look 
from the Lamb of God, to waste them upon 
human theories or conjectures about possible 
plans ? This is the positive plan : and, as no- 
thing greater or better is possible, because 
there is no greater Being in the universe than 
the Saviour is essentially, it is weakness, not 
strength of intellect ; carnality, not spirituality 
of mind, to speculate. Indeed, speculation 
would be impossible, if we duly realized the 
glories of the cross, or our need of the atone- 
ment. We are looking too slightly at both, 
when we have either time ox tastft fct 'OckaorcvL* 
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mg. Accordingly, whenever we are penitently 
and devotionally ^Uooking unto Jesus," we 
see nothing, and desire to see nothing, as the 
way to God and glory, but himself! " None 
but Jesus," is our language, whenever our 

deep conviction is, that 

<< None but Jesus 
Can do wretched sinners good.'* 

Having brought the subject to this point, it 
seems, at first sight, almost unnecessary, if not 
unbecoming, to meet or start the question, — 
How does the sacrifice of Christ amount to a 
proper atonement for sin? For, whilst the 
preceding facts and principles are vividly before 
our minds, we feel quite prepared to ask with 
emphasis, — How could His sacrifice be any 
thing else or less than a glorious atonement ! 
It could not fail to take away sin. It would 
never have been offered nor accepted, if it had 
not been amply and honourably sufficient to 
save unto the uttermost. 

This is a state of mind that ought not to be 
disturbed by any questions, which would star- 
tle its confidence, even for a single moment. 
There are, however, some questions about the 
way in which the blood of the Lamb becomes 



THE NEW SONG. 50 

an atonement for sin, whieli, if wiatly put, and 
well answered, are mucli calculated to confirm 
this atate of mind, by preventing or repel- 
ling th-ose objections wbich, like fiery darts, 
Satan and bis agents are so ready to throw 
out. Even our own minds, also, when not 
very spiritual, are prone to be speculative, and 
thus to admit, if not to invent, queries about 
an atonement, which requires so much and 
such exclusive attention. For whenever wb 
are paying too little attention to it, we are in 
danger of asking, — la the doctrine so jure, as to 
deserve all the notice it seems to demand? And 
whenever we are much absorbed with the glo- 
ries of the cross, Satan swells the ordinary 
stream of temptation into "a Hood," which 
assails the very foundations of Calvary. Those 
who know these facts from experience, will 
neither wish me to be more explicit, nor regret 
that I have been thus candid. No Christian 
wishes to remember, much less to tell, all the 
strange and startling suspicions which, a 
times, pass through his own mind on this sub- 
ject. On the other hand, however, he will not 
be BOTTy to learn, that he has "^leflueiv 
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Companions" in the " tribnlation** of diese un- 
hallowed and unbelieving suspicions. This is 
my motive for referring to them at all ; for I 
deem it unwise, if not something worse, to 
express them. Their prevention or cure, not 
their anatomy , is what is wanted, by all who 
are tempted by them. 

Now, it will tend mightily to prevent these 
hursts of unbelief, to meet, once for all, tilie 
question, — How does the sacrifice of Christ 
amount to a satisfaction for sin ? In' answer 
to this solemn inquiry, I observe, First, that 
the punishment of sin, however awM, is never 
vindictive on the part of God ; but simply and 
purely the manifestation of the Divine displea* ! 
sure against it, as it is against the Divine will I 
and glory, and thus against the good of the 
universe. I mean, it is not to gratify any i 
vindictive or hasty passion, that God punishes i 
sin : but just to show that sin is an evil, sab- i 
versive of all real happiness, and incompatible 
with the enjo3rment of his favour. It is not 
in order to be revenged^ (so £ur as his own 
feelings are concerned,) that God taketh ven- 
geance; but in order to protect and uphold 



the authority of a holy government, which is 
to bicsa a. holy universe throughout eternity, 
by keeping all unfallon and redeemed crea- 
tures in feliowsliip, conformity, and favour with 
himself. Uo has no more persotial pleasure 
at punishing, than an affectionate and prudent 
parent. He does it only for the good of the 
whole family, even when he disinherits the 
impenitent. Now this holy displeasure against 
sin, being thus free from all passion and 
malignity, could be as well, if not better, 
manifested in the sufTerings of his Son, than 
in the misery of his enemies. They could 
only be punished to the extent tlmt their 
finite nature could bear at one time ; anil 
therefore their punishment, even when fatal, 
is eternal in duration, because finite in degree, 
and resented all throughout. But the incar- 
nate Emmanuel could bear at once the infinite 
manifestation of the Divine hatred to sin. 
inthiQ, 

When, therefore, he quitted the eternal throne, 
in the presence of aU the wondering universe, 
and stood forwazd on the foolBtoiA, as "Cftft 
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voluntary mark for all the arrows, vials, and 
thunders of judgment, — these, as they hnrst 
on his holy soul, read a lesson on the evil of 
sin, and the necessity of holiness, to all the 
witnessing universe, which hell itself could 
not teach. Thus, in a short space of time, 
and in a nohle spirit of obedience and submis- 
sion, he sustained a load of judicial wrath, 
which eternity could not have exhausted, by 
degrees, upon finite victims. 

On the very same principle, therefore, as 
present and future punishment of the guilty 
shows God's abhorrence of sin, the sufferings 
of Christ show it ; and show it so much more, 
that they atone for sin, by the majesty, the 
solemnity, and the force, with which they 
attest its evil. For, remember, never forget when 
studying this subject, that it is to prove and 
prevent the evil of sin, that Gk>d punishes it. 
As, therefore, it is demonstrable, yea, self-evi- 
dent, that the death of Christ both proves the 
evil of sin, and prevents sinning, far more than 
the fear of hell does, it is equally obvious that 
his death was meritorious, as well as satisfac- 
tory to law and justice ; because it produces. 



wherever it is truly believed, more holinega 
tlian either law or justice, or both, can efTect in 
man. Why, the fiill stream of judgment iu 
hell, does not stop the blasphemy of heli, 
much less purify lost men or angels : but the 
precious blood of Christ both pacifies and puri- 
fies every conscienee which honestly applies to 
it. It has so cleansed from sin, even in this 
world, as to maintain in all ages, " a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works," and, though 
imperfect, devoted to the glory of God and the 
weiiare of mankind. And in heaven ! " Who 
are these in white robes and without spot before 
the throne ? Whence came " those innumerable 
spirits, the lowtiesC in their homage, and the 
loftiest in their gratitude, of all that bend or 
sing there 1 They all washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
His atonement did all this ! Law could not 
have done it. Education could not Lave done 
it. Moral suasion could not have done it, 
" But what the law could not do," Clirist did, 
when God sent hira into the world " for sin," 
and " condemned sin in his flesh." That con- 
demnation of sin, might well mcdt \.\i'i ■^^i'su 
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of sin, seeing it has led to all the holiness 
which has either blessed the earth, or added to 
the perfect spirits in heaven. 

Throw yourself upon these facts, when you 
are asked, or tempted to ask, how the death of 
Christ could be an atonement for sin ? For, 
how could it be any thing else or less, seeing 
He who made it was God manifest in the flesh ; 
and since the moral effect of it is infinitely 
beyond all that all other means of improve* 
ment ever did or can produce upon sinners ? 



No. V. 

THE NEWNESS OF THE NEW SONG. 

So far as this celestial anthem is a tribute of 
homage or worship to the Son as the second 
person in the tri-unity of the Godhead, — 
it is not a New Song ; in that sense it is 
as old as the elder- spirits of the angelic hier- 
archy, and merely the prolongation of the first 
h3rmn of praise which broke the silence of the 
universe and of the past eternity, when wor- 
shippers were created, and worship began, 
around the throne of Deity. As divine wor- 
ship, therefore, it derives all its newness from 
the new name, and irom the new natiii ";, which 
the Son assumed, as ^' the Mediator of the New 
Covenant," when he consummated the new 
work of redemption. In all other respects, 
the Song is as old as the fiiat-boin ^^mV^VsL 

g3 



GO THE NEWNESS OF 

heaven — as " the morning stars*' of creation. 
It is only apart of that " glory" which the Son 
had with the Father, " hefore the foundaticm 
of the world." Indeed, if he had not had it 
before, and by essential right, aa the Son of 
God, he could never have obtained Divine 
worship as the Lamb of God : for,, whatever 
were the merits of his sacrifice, they could not 
entitle him to Divine honour. Nothing bnt 
Divinity deserves that, nothing but Divi- 
nity eould sustain that, even if God could 
admit any created being to share with him the 
homage of the universe. The incense of equal 
and universal adoration, as it breathes and 
bums from the golden censers of all worlds^ 
would intoxicate any finite being, however 
strong in intellect, or pure in heart. The 
creature could not bear the weight of glory 
which belongs to the Creator, even if the Ore* 
ator wereso to ''exalt himself above all praise," 
as to give his own " glory to another." The 
transfer would prove as fatal to the highest 
angel in heaven as it would to the weakest 
man on earth. Deity alone can sustain, with 
safety or ease, the eternal adoration of an in* 
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t^ligont uniyerse. Any creature would be as 
much too weak to bear it, as unworthy to 
reoeiye it. The single fact, therefore, that 
Jesiu Christ remains ^the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever," or unchanged in heart 
and character, whilst all worlds honour him as 
they honour the Father, is as much a proof of 
his equality with the Father, as is the fact that 
he is thus honoured. Such honour would 
have changed hhn for the worse, if he had not 
had an changeable nature, in common with 
the Father and the Spirit. 

It is, then, what is old in this song, that 
gives truth, emphasis, and glory, to aU that is 
new in it ; for all the value and validity of the 
blood of the Lamb, as an atonement, springs 
from the Godhead of the Lamb, as a person in 
the eternal Trinity* 

It was, however, " a new thing" in heaven, 
when JcAoL wrote, to worship the Son, as the 
Isacab slain. That began only when he re- 
turned from treading the wine press of the 
wrath of God, ^' clothed in a vesture dipt in 
blood." It is not, indeed, improbable, that 
6vBtt hffare his incarnation, lie was oc^:m"ii\M8J\^ 
worshipped as the LdLmh appointed axiA.^\«i^sy5J^ 
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to be slain ; for as there is every reason to Imi" 
lieve that his mediatorial undertaking for maa, 
and its atoning character, were known in hea- 
ven long before he left heaven, angels, and the 
church of the first*bom there, could hardly be 
altogether silent on that subject, nor able to 
keep out all the notes of the New Song from 
the original and ordinary strain of their wor- 
ship ; because the Son was, virtually, ** the 
Lamb slain before the foundation of the 
world.'' But still, until he was actually slain, 
the burden of their song must have been his 
glory, as God. Accordingly, when the sera- 
phim adored him in the temple, their song ran 
thus, "Holy, holy, holy, Jehovah! God of 
Hosts ! the whole earth is full of thy glory !^ 
This seems to have been the original and usual 
form of their adoring homage. It was, there^ 
fore, emphatically a New Song^ when all the 
armies of heaven said, with a loud voice« 
** Worthy is the Lamb that v/as slain, to ze« 
ceive glory and honour." Accordingly, with 
this triumphant acclamation they welcomed 
him, when he stepped from the chariot of the 
ascension, and took his place '^ in the midst " 
of the eternal throne, as a Lamb that had been 



TUB MEW SONG. 09 

slain. What a scene that must have been ! 
Well might the Soog be new, when all the 
scene was so new. I have often thought, 
whilst afraid to make it the melody of my own 
hearty that I durst not hare ventured (had I 
been a witness then) to interrupt any saint or 
angel by even whispering the question, May I 
join the song? Such a question would (I 
have felt) have brought down upon me looks 
of astonishment or reproof, which must have 
overwhelmed me, as much as if language 
had said, ** What ! hesitate to join the New 
Song? You can only increase and aggravate 
all your unworthiness by holding back from 
celebrating the worthiness of the Lamb slaiiu 
Besides, God would not have shown you these 
things, had he been willing that you should 
perish, or unwilling to save you." 

Would, then, this argument have been valid, 
had I been a spectator of the scene when the 
Song was first sung in heaven ? If so, it is 
valid still; for the Song is still new there. 
The Lamb is the same now, in grace and 
glory, as when the all-sufficiency of his sacri- 
jSoe first filled all heaven with rapturous gra* 
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titude. And as revelation has now- wellni^ 
filled the earth with the knowledge of his sa- 
crifice, our possession of the gospel is a better 
warrant to hope and sing too, than one of the 
golden harps of heaven would be. I certainly 
would not exchange my Bible for any harp 
around the throne. Even Gabriel's would not 
be such a token of God's " good-will/' as the 
'' glorious gospel of the blessed God" is. 

This Song was new, inasmuch as it dififered 
from all the other songs which had ever been 
sung in heaven. The grandeur of creation 
had called forth anthems to the eternal power 
and Godhead of the Son ; the overthrow of 
rebel angels, to his justice ; the wonders of 
Providence, to his wisdom; the glory of the 
heaven of heavens, to his benevolence; but 
Calvary — Redemption !— ^awoke an anthem 
different from all these. The New Song is 
one of deeper mystery, and of higher majesty ; 
of equal sublimity, and of superior sweetness ; 
of wider compass and warmer fiow; because 
redeeming love, while it displays all the min- 
gled excellencies of the Saviour's other works, 
eclipses them all, by the grace of its design. 
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and by the glory of its effects. Well might it 
be hymned and hosanna'd by a New Song ; 
for it was " a new tlung'* in the universe, 
never to he repeated, but for ever to stand un- 
paralleled and alone, towering over all things, 
and attracting to itself the wonder of all worlds. 
And, can I, do I, join the armies of heaven in 
their other songs, readily ascrihing glory to 
Ood and the Lamh, for the beauties of creation, 
and for the bounties of Providence; and shall I 
not join in the celehration of redemption ? True, 
I am, as it were, born heir to natural and pro- 
vidential blessings ; but salvation is no part of 
my birthright. It is, however, as openly be- 
fore me, as the scenery of creation, to be con- 
templated ; and as much within my reach, hy 
prayer, as the blessings of Providence. Say 
not, then, in thine heart, O my soul, who 
shall ascend up into heaven, and bring down 
the Lamb's book of life? nor. Who shall 
descend into the depths of the Divine purposes, 
and bring up the secret things of sovereignty ? 
but say to thyself, What doth God and the 
Lamb say to all who wish to make the New 
Song the melody of the heart'. — "T!\\^^Qrt^\& 
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make the tongue of the dum 
were it heard with as much simj 
as it is uttered, there would he 
harps hanging on the willows 
there are angelic harps on the 
disc. God — God, who canno' 
" Believe and sing :" — what n 
have ? Nothing more or bettc 
warrant could we get ; for th. 
warrant too. 

Again : this was a New Sc 

amazing event which it cele> 

'" — *»«wo h<^An unexpet 



■Bgelie miods to conceive of it. When thJ 
▼Bat and raried universe vras created by the 
Son of God, they may have been dazzled by 
worlds tvitbout number, and systems without 
w>nfiision, careering and irradiating the spaces 
(jF immenaity : but they could not wonder. 
They must have anticipated and understood, 
that the vastness of creation would correspond 
to his infinity ; its harmony to his wisdom ; 
its beauty to his glory. There was in ail this 
nothing unlikely. It was only what might be 
natnrally looked for, when he arose to lay the 
foundations of the earth, and to make the hea- 
vens the work of his hands. But it must 
have been infinitely improbable to all finite 
minds, nntil fully revealed to them all, that 
Jehovah's Fellow would ever assume oni 
nature, and be crucified in our room. No 
Bcraph who saw him on the etemai Ibrone, or 
in the bosom of the Father, in all the fulness 
of the Godhead, could have imagined it even 
possible, that ever he would weep in the man- 
ger, or groan in the garden, or hang on the 
cross. Even now that he has done so, and 
after so long a time since it vaa tAcn«,<i& 
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their benevolence. All unite in the New 

Song, as if they had all done as little for Gk>d 

as the dying thief on the cross* Yes ; this 

one song, " Worthy is the Lamb/' breathes 

on every lip, bums in every heart, bursts alike 

from every lyre ; and as loudly and humbly 

from PauVsy as it could from yours or 

mine. 

*' Ten thousand thousand are their tongues^ 
But all their songs are one.'' 

When I consider that newness which arises 
from this variety of original character and 
condition amongst the redeemed, I am almost 
tempted to say to those who imagine that 
there is a peculiarity about their own ease» 
which excludes them from the hope of salva- 
tion, "You are just the persons who should 
take the lead on earth, in singing the New 
Song : for if yours be a new case, your 
relief would increase the newness of the 
redemption anthem." It is, however, better 
to say and remember, that, after all the variety 
of robes which have been washed and made 
white in the blood of the Lamb, there can 
come none to that cleansing fountain fouler 
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tkftn those of millions and myriads, who are 
aow ** without spot '* before the throne. 

** The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day ; 
And there may I, though vile as he. 
Wash afi my stains away.*' 

Again ; this is a New Song, inasmuch as it 
is continually increasing in interest and extent. 
It surpassed every other soi^, when only " the 
first fruits " of the Saviour's death had arrived 
in heaven. Even then, all heaven was vocal 
with its reverberations. From the very mo- 
ment of the ascension, the angelic hierarchy 
seemed to have merged all their ancient songs 
in the one New Song. What then must have 
been it» interest and emphasis, when it began 
to spread on earth, and when redeemed spirits 
from all nations began to pour into heaven ! 
in Ike time of John, every day was raising it 
h^her and h%her, by an influx of confessors 
and martyrs, who, having sung it in prisons 
and flames, at stakes and on racks, were 
ascending to renew it before the throne of 
God and the Lamb. How often then did the 

II 3 
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shout, *' slain for us," swell the chorus aroon 
the throne, as it rung in at the gates of tfa 
New Jerusalem, on the arrival of every ne' 
addition to the i^ohle army of martyrs ! An 
during the ten persecutions in the primiti\ 
ages, how often must the church in heav€ 
have kindled with new rapture, as detacl 
ments from all the churches on earth pressc 
into the ranks of the general assemhly, ac 
Tied with its first-horn memhers in 

" Wonder, love, and praise." 

That gave newness to the New Song. S 
did the martyrdoms of the Reformation, wh€ 
its victims rose to he votaries, in commc 
with the nohle army of their primitive hrethrc 
and sisters. And, although last, not least, j 
that martyred hrotherhood, the Fathers < 
Nonconformity in England, and the Govt 
nanters of Scotland, were no small accessio 
to the numbers or the joys of the gener 
assembly, when they ascended " more th£ 
conquerors by the blood of the Lamb," 1 
forget all their injuries, in singing, ** Worth 
is the Lamb that was slain for us." 
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And besides all these extraordinary acces- 
sions, tlicre has been all along a constant suc- 
cession of new harps to join the New Song. 
Ferbaps at no period in the history of the 
church, did even one day pass without bear- 
ing upon its wiugs some spirits from earth to 
heaven, to , | 

" SiceU die rhorne, Bad prolong the strain." ^H 

And how they are multiplying now that 
the gospel is spreading its triumphs ! How 
many from your own circle — from your own 
family — can you realize amongst those who 
stand on the sea of glass before the throne, 
" having harps," and singing the song of the 
Lamb ! Whether it be parent or partner, 
child or friend, that your fond hope now 
realizes in that choir, they added to the new- 
ness of the song : and absorbed as they are 
with its joys, and new as all heaven is to 
them, they have not foi^otten yoa. Fondly 
do they hope that you will join them, to aid 
their " mighty joys." 

Thus the anUiem of redemption was empha- 
tically a New Song in heaven, li^eei V 'Cwkq. 
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say, that it must have awakened a new shriek 
in hell ? It could not do otherwise. What- 
ever creates joy in heayen^ must create misery 
in hell. I mean the misery of remorse or 
envy. And, as the completion of redemption^ 
and the return of the Redeemer to his original 
glory, created the highest joy that ever filled 
heaven, these events must have created the 
deepest woe that ever convulsed hell. Satan 
and his angels, however hopeless before the 
ascension of Christ, must have felt their de- 
spair to be aggravated ten thousand fold, 
when they saw him take his seat upon the 
eternal throne, and fill all the orbits from 
which they had fallen, with human stars, 
which should never fall nor fade. And the 
souls of the LOST, what must they have felt 
when they found that the Saviour had done 
nothing for them ! O the new shriek beneath, 
must have been as " loud** as the New S<mg 
above ! 

This contrast is, I am aware, painful. The 
transition of thought is so extreme and abrupt, 
that it is almost revolting. The contrast is, 
however, true ; and, therefore, silence would 
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be dangerouE. ludeeJ, tlie more we dislike 
the contrast, the more need theie is to look at 
Keeping it out of sight, or merely glanc- 
ing at it for a moment now and then, is not the 
way to endear redemption to our hearts. That 
sensibility vrhich shrinks from weighing " the 
wrath to come," is not good sense, nor common 
sense. It may he rery amiahle, but it ia 
awfully unwise. 

Let me not, however, be mistaken on this 
point, I do nut mean that it is cither neces- 

y or wise, to dwell much upon the horrors 
of the wrath to come. God did not "uncover 
destruction and the pit," to rivet our gaze upon 
the flames or the smoke of their torments ; but 
to arrest our attention, and arouse our fears, 
sufficiently to our danger. That danger is 
real — great — personal. No man who doubts 
this can prize redemption. It is deliverance 
from the wrath to come ; and, therefore, to 
foi^t or overlook that wrath, is, to weaken 
OUT concern for our souls and their salvation : 
indeed, to weaken all good principles. Humi- 
lity is not meek, nor love warm, nor gratitude i 
adoring, nor patience cheerful, in an^ b&^%\t|l|jjl 
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however obedient he may be, who ceaaes to re- 
gard himBclf as " a brand plucked from the 
burning." That he is — if there be in him any 
good thing towards God or the Lamb ; and 
that, he must remember all through life, if he 
would grow in grace, or enjoy the hope of 
glory. They, only, eryo^ that good hope 
through grace, who allow and set themarives 
to keep in sight the hell they deserve and 

We mistake exceedingly, if we im^ine that 
such a habit of remembering the wratli to 
come, would unfit ub for realizing the glory 
to come. Heaven is best seen and most loved, 
when looked at from the brink of hell ; because 
there, it is all contrasi : whereas, only part of 
it ia in absolute contrast to the scenes and so- 
ciety on earth. There is Boraething here, that 
ties or reconciles us to life, and thus weakens 
the desire for immortality : but every thing in 
and about hell is so revolting to the mind, that 
the " affections " spring up at once to the 
" things which are above, where Christ, the 
forerunner, hath entered." Besides, we must 
take a strong hold of bis cross, when we see 
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m^riiing else between u£ and hell. Then, tlie 
hand of lajtli takes a death-grasp of that tree of 
lifs 1 We niiiBt believe " with the heart'' then, 
if we believe at all. 

These facts explain much of what surprises 
ia, in the freedom and fulness with which the 
first Christians suag the New Song, They 
went all its length and breadth and height, at 
once. Its highest notes were their first 
notes : for they seem to have joined the church 
in heaven in singing, " slain for us," as readily 
and fully as that church goes beyond the ange- 
lic foim of the anthem. And yet, they had ua 
warrant to do so which we have not. It was 
not from any peculiar or personal knowledge 
of the extent of the redeeming purposes of 
God, that they ventured to include themselves 
amongst " the redeemed of the Lord." They 
were as ignorant of the contents of the book of 
life as y/e ai'e ; and did not possess the whole 
canon of the book of revelation as we do : but 
as the Author of both books Iiod sent " the 
word of salvation " to them, by his Providence, 
they, thankfuUy and meekly, took for granted 
tiiat he meaitl it for them, in Ms gi&ce, ^o. 
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On this warrant they acted, and they were not 
treated as preBumers : on thia welcome they 
began to sing the New Song, aud they were 
not deceived nor disappointed. 

It will materially help us to do the same, if 
we now trace the newness and progress of the 
New Song, amongst the first churches, and 
throughout the world. John heard it sung on 
earth as well as in heaven. Yea, he foreheard 
it, propheticaOy, as the universal song of thia 
world. Hence he says, " Every creature thnt 
is on the earth, and such as are on the sea, and 
all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power be unto Him 
that sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamh 
for ever and ever." 

Thus the worthiness of the Lamh will not 
continue to he known only by a few, nor to be 
acknowledged by still fewer, as it now is. The 
New Song will not continue to he, like the 
HOng of the nightingale, confined to peculiar 
districts of the earth, or sung only in solitary 
shades ; but, like the music of the spheres, 
and like its own melody in heaven, it will be- 
come universal and uniform, and the whole 
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habitable globe vibrate as the lienrt of one 
man, " Worthy is the Lamb which was slain 
for us :" for the kitigdom of our God and of his 
Christ will come, until their " will be done on 
in heaven." There are many parts 
. has not reached ; but it will come 
t is already ou its way to them, 
md can no more he prevented or turned out 
Of its direct course, than the light of the last 
created and remotest stars of the universe can 
fwl, however far off yet, to reach the earth 
OTentnally. 

This grand era, the apostle foresaw and 
foreheard in prophetic vision : and, connecting 
its consummation with its commencement, he 
speaks as if the prospect bad been realized 
when he wrote ; because there was the same 
eertainty that the song would become univer- 
sal, as there was that tt bad begun. Tt began 
by the will and power of God ; and these are 
pledged to spread and perpetuate it on earth, 
as well as in heaven. Indeed, even whilst 
John wrote, it was actually sung in the seven 
churches of Asia, sounding in all the procon- 
sular prisons of the Roman empire, ^aJCwv^ 



amidst the flamea of martyrdom, and ringing 
inthe "dens and cavea" of the three continents. 
And every where it was a New Song ! for 
nothing like it was ever heard in these places, 
until the gospel reached them. 

This is the point to which I now invite yont 
attention ; and should I succeed in showing 
clearly, hy whom the New Song was first 
taken up, and with what spirit it was first 
siuig, I shall have furnished you with reasons 
and encouragements to join in it, which, if tliey 
do not determine you, will, at least, help you, 
and, certainly, leave you " without escuse." 

Now, it was emphatically new in Asia, for, 
until the time of John, " Diana" of the Ephe- 
sians," was worshipped throughout all Asia, 
from the moment that country hecame tributary 
to Rome ; and, prior to that conquest, even 
from Nimrod to Nebuchadnezzar, the heavenly 
bodies had been the chief objects of Asiatic 
idolatry. All the popular sacred songs cele- 
brated them. A few captive Jews had, in- 
deed, been asked there, "to sing one of the 
songs of Zion ;" hut it was asked for in scorn, 
would have been heard with derision. 
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bdy song gaiaed ground in the Asian citiesi ' 
nstil the apostles of the Lnmb introduced the 
New Song. That, however, soon collected 
■uch large churches in the seven principal 
cities, that the harps of Diana were puhlicly 
brofeen upon her altara, and her shrines thrown 
to the moles and the bats. 

It was DEW in all the procousular cities and 
military stations of the Eastern empire. In 
Corinth, Antioch, and Cyprus, the song of the 
drunkard, and the dance of licentiousness, 
went on hy moonlight and sunlight, in the 
myrtle shades, and on the vine-clad hills, 
without shame or secrecy, ^'cnus and Bac- 
chus rung on every lyre, and the lusts of the 
flesh were the Muses of poetry. But even 
there, " the disciples were first called Chris- 
tians," and the song of Moses and the Lamb 
soon banished or silenced the odes of Ana- 
creon, and the Bacchanalian orgies of Cybele. 
Yes ; even those who had Joined in them, 
joined in_it. And over them Paul rejoiced, 
or rather the God of Paul, singing, " Such 
were some of you, but ye are washed, ye are 
sattetiSed, ye are juslified." "Sow, Vo.4 "wt 
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seen this trausitjon from idolatry and licenti- 
ous iu diligence, to the cioss and holiness, 
what should we have thought of it ? We 
could not certainly have doubted whether the 
blood of Christ cleanaeth from all sin. We 
could not have imagined that it was necessary 
to be good before applying to Christ. And, 
how could we, iu the face of their welcome 
and success, have suspected, for a. moment, 
that loe ourselves were not equally welcome ? 
I know well, that personal character, however 
moral or amiable, is neither claim nor due to 
ii welcome at the cross ; but I know also, that 
if the depth of vileness be no hinderance to a 
welcome, a fair character cannot be a hinder- 
ance, except, indeed, its iaimess is made a 
legal tender, as a price for mercy, or relied on 
as a ground of hope. Then, it will prove a 
greater barrier than even a bad character, be- 
cause pride is quite as pfiensive to God as pro- 
fligacy, it being as much an outrage against 
grace, as the latter is against law : and when 
it bears the form, and breathes the spirit of 
eelf-rightcousness, it is on outrage against 
both. It is not thus, however, that w 



ploy or view whatever may be fair in our ge- 
neral character, when we hesitate to hope for 
salvation, or Bhrink from appropriating the 
New Song, It is a sense of utter unwortlii- 
ness, that deters and intimidates us. We 
ought, therefore, to look often and closely to 
the unworthineas of the first raonuraents of 
redeeming grace ; not, of course, for the pur- 
pose of matting out a better claim in our own 
case ; but in order to sec, that our case can- 
not be desperate, since theirs found mercy. 
Now, it was to teacli and encourage ua to 
argue in this way, that God called so many of 
the worst, at the beginning of the gospel. His 
express design in welcoming the abandoned 
Ephesians was, that " in the ages to come he 
might show, " by his kindness to them, " the 
exceeding riches of hia grace." This waa i 
equally his design in all the conversions dui^ ■ 
ing that age. They are pattern pictures, hung^ 
op in the temple of the cross, to encourage all 
who should ever try to believe unto salvation. 
And as they have encouraged millions and 
myriada, who looked at them nntil their " faces 
were lightened," and their hearVa c\ieCTeftL,"\\:"'* 
i3 
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our duty to turn aside and see this great sight, 
as it opens in the progress of the New Song. 

Now it was emphatically new in Athens. 
There, thirty thousand false gods divided 
among themselves the hearts and harps of 
Greece. Both the genius and the learning of 
the nation were tributary to idolatry. All 
songs, from Hesiod's and Homer's down- 
wards, were sacred to deified men, or to 
imaginary gods, worse than men. So little 
was known of the true God, even when Athens 
was acknowledged to be the luminous eye of 
the world, that Plato himself makes this con- 
fession in his Timaeus, — *'It is difficult to 
find out the Creator of the universe ; and 
when you have found him, impossible to com- 
municate this knowledge to the multitude." 
This was both the popular and the philosophic 
opinion, beneath all the olives of Minerva, 
whether they waved over the porch or the 
academy, Hymettus or Mar's Hill. But when 
the New Song began to be sung by " Dyoni- 
sius the Areopagite, and a woman named Da« 
maris, and others with them," it was not long 
until converted philosophers told Athens and 



&e world too, " Every Cliristian liandy-crafta- 
1 Las found God, and shown bim to thee, 
can teach thee all, in iiict, which thou 
needest to kaow of God, although Plato says 
it is difficult to find him out, sad imjiossible 
to communicate this knowledge to the multi- 
tude." Thus, in Greece, where the luats of 
the mind were aa predominant aa the lusts of 
the flesh, and where the slaves of both treated 
the crosa aa "foolishness," the preaching of the 
cross eventually put down " the wisdom of the 
world," and the New Song silenced the whole 
orchestra of heathenism. 

1 exhibit this " pattern" of Athenian 
versions, to encourage those who, like 
Athenians, have gone too far in the indulgenct 
of speculative and unhallowed curiosity. Tht 
consciouauess of thia " lust of the mind" hangs 
heavy upon the spirits of aome. They have 
ntahed into ground " where angels fear to 
tread," and taken such liberties of thought o« 
speech with Divine things, that they 
hardly see how their blasphemies can be 
doned, or how their wayward spirit could be 
kejJt in holy subjection to the liulk a,s ix. 
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Jesus. AU this can, however, be done; 
it was done in the case of Athenians, who 
"spent their time in nothing else, but either 
to tell, or to hear of some new thing." Both 
the old and the new things of their wild and 
wanton speculations passed away, when they 
began to study the Xew Song ; and were ktpt 
away by keeping it their daily song "in the 
house of their pilgrimage." I take a deep a 
absorbing interest in this fact ; having myeel^ 
in early life, " meddled" too much " with all 
knowledge," by rash and reckless speculation. 
That induced an induration of conscience, and 
a hardness of heart, wliich often appeared to 
me to be both more unpardonable and uncon- 
querable than any vicious state of mind, 
have, at times, even envied those who had 
nothing worse upon their consciences than the 
stains and stings of immorality, I was long 
hannted by the horrid suspicion, that my 
speculative disposition would inevitably return 
upon me, even if its past sins were pardoned. 
For years, I could not see the possibility of 
my being a "sober-minded" Christian. Through 
mercy, however, "what I feared" has not 



en upon me " hitherto. I have never felt 
aed to speculate, since I set myself to 
I the New Song the melody of my heart 
the Lord- 
It, look now at Kome. There, the an- 
1 of redemption was emphatically a new 
, especially in " Cjesar's kousehald." In 
imperial palace, notliing better than the 
tious songs of Ovid and Horace, or the 
itrous praises of Jupiter and Mars, had 
been sung, until " they of Caesar's house- 
" sent tlieir salutations to the church at 
Ippi. Until then, the seven hills of Rome 
; with the worship of idols. The stream 
beir praise ran &om temple to temple 
iighout the capitoI, perpetual as the Tiber. 
srrors were fuU-orbed, and all vices over- 
m, in the eternal city. Seneca was there, 
his sententious moral philosophy ; but, 
>ugh he lectured almost fi;om the throne, 
lade no impression upon the public mind. 
I, however, did, although confined either 
"prison," or in a private "house." There 
egan to raise the New Song, before " all 
Jtp him ;" and soon it went out fro^ 
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the prison to the palace, and from hii " hired 
house" to the haughtiest temples of Rome. It 
could neither be stopped by force, nor modified 
by Btratogcm. The high altaia of Jupitei 
blazed ^ith holocausts and hccatombe, but 
the unseea " blood of the Lamb" became the 
>ong of the people and of the army. The 
games and spectacles of imperial estravagance 
and priestly domination multiplied : power 
rallied all its sliields, and superstition atrudc 
all her harps, and idolatry emblazoned all her 
shrines, to put down the New Song ; bat it 
swelled and swept on from rank to rank in the 
capitol, until ftom being only as the hum of 
an imprisoned bee, it became like the sound of 
many waters, or ratlier like its own full Hal-- 
lelujah chorus in heaven ; for even before Pad 
visited the church ttt Rome, their faith yna 
spoken of " throughout the whole worid ;" 
and he increased both its fame and its fervency 
by his visit. 

Now, who first took the key-note of the 
New Song from the apostles of the Lamb, at 
Rome ? Paul has written both their early 
history and their original character ; but wa 
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dare hardly read the account aloud, it is tat" 
shocking. It ia generally passed over in aiJp 
lence. Even the ungodly shrink fi-om it 
disgust. And yet, ledeeraiiig Mercy was not- 
shocked, nor disgusted, nor silent, when these 
vicious Romans applied to the "fountain 
opened for sin and uncleanness." She did 
not shrink from them in angel or con- 
tempt. Why? Not, of course, that Meroy 
looked upon their sins without loathing anA 
abhorrence ; hut that she looked upon thdr 
immortal souls with sympathizing solicitude, 
and welcomed the opportunity of cleansing 
them from the pollution and power of sin, by 
cleansing them from the guilt of it. Again, 
therefore, 1 say, that this waa not done for 
their sake only, but for our sake also ; to 
whom it shall be done, " if we believe in Him 
that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead ; 
who waa delivered for our offences, and raised- 
again for our jastification." Rom. iv. 24, 2S*>' 
It is mere fancy to suspect, in the face of thilf 
miracle of mercy, that our case is worse than 
theirs was. We have, indeed, sinned against 
greater light ; and that light gives a peculiar 
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aggravation even t» ordinary sins : but it 
does not render them unpardonable, nor place 
the soul beyond the reach of Divine pity. It 
only binds ua to be prompt and cordial in 
singing the New Song, with adoring wonder 
and gratitude. 

It will complete this survey, sufRciently for 
that purpose, if we now mark how new tlie 
New Song was in Jerusalem and Judea, when 
John wrote. There, indeed, songs from hea- 
ven had long been sung, both in the Taberna- 
cle and the Temple. A succession of prophets 
and psalmists had even anticipated some of 
the notes of the New Song, and uttered them 
in "dark sayings" before the typical altars, 
which prefigured the cross of the Lamb of God. 
But not even when he was crucified and slain, 
although the universe shook at the sacriflce, 
did the people or the priests understand it. 
Instead of a New Song, they imprecated new 
curses on the Lamb slain. They derided his 
atoning blood, as well as shed it. They dared 
it« judicial penalty, as well aa disbelieved its 
meritorious virtue. And yet, " Wonder, 
.vens, and hear, Oeoithl" his last command 
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was, to " begin at Jerusalem" the first lessoa» 
of the New Song; and to tench them who had 
atain him, to sing, " alain for us." This fact , 
needs no comment. It defies despair ! 

Whenever, therefore, you are tempted to , 
doubt ordespair, travel the /Mi journey of the , 
chariot of salvation, and mark how the New | 
Song spread. Observe who, and how m: 
quitted the feet of Gamaliel and the chair of 
Moses — the temples of idols and the tables of 
devils — the altars of war and the sinks of lusti" 
to glory only in the cross. And who, of all! 
this mAtly and immoral group, were forbiddeib ' 
to join with angels and the spirits of just n 
made perfect, in the New Song ? Who was" 
ever dismissed fi-om Jesus to Jupiter, to sing-: 
his old songs, when lie came to leam it? O 
that lip breathes not — that heart beats not— 
that conscience burns not — ^that sinner livei 
not on earth, who is not as welcome to sin| 
liie New Song for himself, as is any angel or- 
spirit around the throne in heaven. It cannot 
be more new in your lips or mine, than it w 
in all the lips that £rst sang it, when it went 
forth as the glorious gospel. 



■Whilst RedemptJon is the great theme of 
the New Song, we must not forget tliat it 
begins at Providence. It was when the Sa- 
viour, as " the Lion of the tribe of Judah," or 
as the Governor and Guardian of the church, 
took the seven-aealed book of prophetic pur- 
poses from the right hand of God, that the 
Song began : "Thou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the seals thereof, for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood." Thus, as John " wept much," 
whilst no man in heaven nor on the earth was 
found worthy to open that book, so all heaven 
rqoiced much, when they saw the providential 
management of the church and the world put 
into the faandi of Christ. Then, they wen 



sure, that whatever was written in the book of 
tile Divine purposes, he would read aright, and 
fulfil properly. His possession of the book 
was a pledge to them, that there was nothing 
in the secret purposes of God, at variance with 
the public character or office of the Lamb. 
All his character became a pledge, that whab- 
ever was under the seals, his wisdom could 
comprehend ; his power execute ; his grace 
subordinate to the good of ^e church and the 
glory of God. 

This ia the general fact of tUe case ; and 
with nothing else sliall I meddle. This ii 
quite enough for all practical and devotional 
purposes, in an explanation of the New Song 
itself. No interpretation of the Apocalyptic 
seals, trumpets, or vials, however correct, 
could throw much light on it. Indeed, it is & 
better kei/ to them, than they are to it. Any 
one may mistake the precise meaning of a 
prophecy, as to tlie time and place of its ful- 
filment ; but no one can misunderstand the 
fact, that the predicted event is in harmony 
with the New Song, and not unworthy of th« 
Lamb's su/wrintendence, nor inconUBVQTA. fti 
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his mediatorial character. All minds can com- 
prehend this, and repose upon it, however 
myBteriouB or startling the aspects of unful- 
filled prophecy may be. 

All minds will not, indeed, be satisfied with 
this simple fact. Modem interpreters deem 
all men simpletciis or infidels, and doom them 
accordingly, who prefer to watch Providence 
as the Saviour cundacts it, to studying pro- 
phecy as they treat it. One of their own 
guess dates, placea, or persons, might be more 
important than the general government or cha- 
racter of Christ ; and the number of the beast 
or the false prophet, a more useful discovery 
than the fact, that 

' ' The worldfl of natnro and of grsoe 
Are put beneath His power." 

Prophecy can only be wisely or usefitlly 
studied, as Providence. Prophecy u Provi- 
dence in types, shadows, and symbols. The 
great providential events of every age, and 
of every year, are therefore the shadows 
passing into substance, under the direction 
of Christ, What precise shadow, any great 
modern events are the substance of, we 
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cannot be sure : we are, however, sure, that 
the transition from type to fact, from prophecy 
to FroFidence, is as much conducted by him 
now, as the types or predictiona of his first 
advent were fulfilled by him, when he wa. 
the world. He as much does all things, not 1 
all things well, in Providence now, as he did I 
in Redemption then : and as they are doing b^ 
him as the Redeemer, and for the sake of re- i 
demption. Providence ought to be studied l^ | 
all who sing the New Song, and always in con- 
nexion with the New Song. 

In no other connexion can Providence bo ' 
usefully studied, eitherin great or small event*. 
Neither its whispers nor its thunders will be 
rightly interpreted in our own case, or in refer- 
ence to the world and the church, unless re- 
demption he the light in 'which we both read 
and reason, look and listen. All the measursB j 
of the throne of Providence should be studied I 
at die cross ; for all their immediate purpoao 1 
is to maintain its authority, and all their linai 1 
bearings to secure its dominion. To avengo I 
its neglect, or to advance its triumphs, is th» I 
desi^ of all personal, relaU^e, aiiA na!a<nu>kJ 
k3 1 
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providences. Whcthcx the church be crucified 
to the world, or the world crucified to the 
church, both are so by the cross of Christ. 
All judgments are aa much " the wrath of the 
Lamb," as all mercies are the gifts of the 
Lamb. Whether he act as the Lion or as the 
Lamb of Judah, he acts for the glory of the 
croaa. There is, therefore, no real difference, 
except in point of maffniluda, between personal 
and national providences. Their scheme is 
the same, however their scale may differ. 
Both have, as their final and grand object, to 
endear or to avenge the Saviour. 

We sadly mistake both the nature and 
design of Providence, if we imagine that it is 
pursuing one object in the case of individuals, 
and a diiferent object in the case of nations. 
It is either beseeching each to be reconciled 
unto God by the blood of the cross, or punish- 
ing each for refusing' to be reconciled. Your 
lot and mine are as much regulated by Pro- 
vidence, with an express regard to our indi- 
vidual reconciliation or punishment, aa the lot 
of an empire. " Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry, and ye perish," is as much the language 
of all personal calamities to individuals and 
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families, as it is of all public calamities to 
cities or nations. The fatii of both turns upon 
their treatment of the Saviour. lu like man- 
ner, the language of all personal mercies is the 
same as that of all national mercies, "We be- 
seech you ia Christ's stead, be ye reconciled 
unto God." 

Thus, you and myself are as much interested 
in Christ's providential opening of the sealed 
book of the Divine purposes, as kings upon 
their thrones, or statesmen in their cabineta. 
Our affairs and fate are as much in his hands, 
as their destiny is. Our inferior rank no more 
places us beneath his notice, than their eleva- 
tion places them above it. The seals include 
and cover the designs of God towards both ; 
and towards neither are his secret designs 
arbitruTy decrees. I mean that they are 
not irrespective of character or of condnct< 
Providence neither blesses nor curses any 
cne, without a mora/ reason, or a praeti* 
cal design. Its dispensations were made foi 
the man, and not the man made for the dis* 
peusations. No man comes into the world 
cither to do or to endure things \iiis\a\fi&\»i 
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his real cliaracter. No man Jias to fulfil any 
eternal putpose, because it is eternal ; but be- 
cause it is suitable to what God foresaw thai 
the man would be. Accordingly, no one acta 
a part nnlike his real disposition and charac- 
ter. Who does not see, that both Fharaob 
and Herod acted quite in keeping with their 
own natural spirit ? What they did, was 
only what they would have tried to do, if there 
had been no decrees to fulfil, or even if there 
had been a decree against doing it. They fol- 
lowed their own counsel, and God made that 
line of conduct fulfil his counsel. 

These general principles are both illustrated 
and confirmed by the events which followed 
the opening of the seven seals. Each seal 
covered an eternal and unalterable purpose, 
or a fixed plan of the Divine procedure, 
founded on no will but the will of God, So 
far it was an absolute decree. But, that it was 
not Bu arbitrary decree, is Kelf-evident from the 
fact, that the judgments it led to, were exactly 
such as the character of the world and the 
chnrch called for at the time. The state of 
^^^^a$e, ia the Romaii Empire, that follov^^ 

■r il 
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the opening of any seal, did not grow out of 
the fixed purpose which was then carried into 
effect, aay farther, or in any other way, than 
that purpose itself grew out of a former state 
of things, which God had foreseen, and thus 
fore-provided to meet. A certain number of 
things were then to be certainly done and en- 
dored i but they all arose out of other thing! 
which had been done by the world and tho 
church before ; just as the deluge arose out of 
the preceding guilt of the old world. Tha 
flood came at the fixed time, because it waa 
decreed ; but it was decreed because God fore- 
Baw both the wickedness of men on the earth, 
and what judgment would best punish that 
vickedness. 

In a word ; many of the seals of the hook 
of the Divine purposes have been opened—- 
many of the trumpets sounded — many of the 
vials poured out ; and whoever will study tho 
history of the times which preceded the fulfil- 
ment of any one sealed purpose, will see 
as clearly that the purpose itself was formed 
in foresight of, and in adaptation to these timesj 
as that it was strictly fulfilled W. \la o'Nn. wftk 
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tiniB. All the sealed purposes were wise pro- 
-videuces, planned and adjusted to some state 
of the world, which had grown out of a fonaei 
state of character and conduct. 

So all national providences, wheth«r in 
judgment or mercy, ever will goon : theywill 
all be the accomplishment of God's fixed pur- 
poses, because all liis purposes themselves are 
wisely suited to the times of their fulfilment. 
This is equally true, in regard to persona! 
and family providences. They are all the 
opening of sealed purposes ; but of purposes 
which originated in the clear foresight of what 
we should be and do, and of what our charai>ter 
would require. Accordingly, however un- 
likely, or trying, or mysterious, some past 
providences have been, when they carae i\pon 
us, we already begin to see, that they had a 
cause in our own hearts or habits ; in our own 
spirit or pursuits, They are not altogether 
such myateriea to ourselves, as they may seem 
to others, nor as tliey, at first, seemed to us. 
We may not like to confess it, at all, to others, 
fully to ourselves ; but we know pretty 
and might know better if we chose, — 
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what evil the finger of Providence pointed at ; 
what besetting sin its rod Btruck at ; and what 
line of duty it was driving us to. Other plfigues 
than those of Egypt, compel men to say with 
Pharaoh, " I have sinned against the Lord." 

Having thus glanced at the moral principles, 
or reasons, of the providential purposes of God, . 
and seen that they are not arbitrary, however « 
secret or sovereign they may be ; let us now 
consider how the mediatorial administration of ■ 
all Providence by the Saviour, is calculated to , 
cheer, as well as to impress, our minds, , 

In reference to us, as well as to the world' 
and the church at large, the sealed book of the 
Divine purposes is in the Saviour's hands, i 
Could it be ia better hands ? We both know y 
and love him too little, if we are not delighted' . 
with the fiwt, that " our times are in his hands." 
Hands once nailed to the cross in saorifice, 
and for ever lifted up at the throne in inter- 
cession for us, are sure not to afflict us will- 
ingly, nor unnecessarily, nor unduly, when 
they break the successive seals of our earthly 
lot. We ought, therefore, to take our trials 
as ineekl_)' from liis hands, aa he >Ni)ifoi'^"^ J 



took the book of their plan from the right 
hand of God. He took it without reluctance 
or hesitation ; yea, with such readiness and 
delight, that he was evidently sure that it 
contained nothing unnecessary or unkind, or 
at all at variance with hia mediatorial character. 
Well, therefore, may we take the dispensa- 
tiona of Providence meekly, seeing he took the 
administration of them cheerfully. 

This is the point on which our attention 
should he concentrated ; for we shall never 
bear our trials well, nor profit much under 
them, until we take them as from the hands of 
the Saviour. It is not enough to acknowledge 
a general providence in them, however wise or 
equitable we may call that Providence. There 
M no pTocidence — but jnst inhat Chrial, as the 
Mediator, exercises and superintends. He 
wears the crown, and wields the sceptre of all 
Providence. All power in heaven and on earth 
is lodged in His hands. The Father judgeth 
no man, now or hereafter ; but hath committed 
all judgment, present and final, to the Son, It 
is all, indeed, the providence of the Father too, 
beca«»e it aU origtnafea in his will, and tgnni- 
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nates in his glory. He is, therefore, pater- 
nally, as much interested in, and occupied with 
Providence, as the Son is mediatorially : but 
still, the Son is the administrator of the entire 
kingdom of Providence, or as much its reigning 
King, as he is the only Mediator of the cove- 
venant of grace. In a word ; the Saviour has 
just as much to do with all that befalls us in 
Providence, as with all that is bestowed on us 
by grace. Pardon and eternal life are not 
more the fruit of his blood, and the gift of his 
hand, than providences are the appointments 
of his wisdom, and the applications of his 
power. Were this fact kept clearly and con- 
stantly in view, we should, at least, try to take 
our trials in something of the same spirit in 
which we welcome the blessings of salvation ; 
and thus they would both sit easier, and work 
better, upon us. 

It is not, however, very easy to get tho- 
roughly into this habit of thinking about all 
Providence, as the acts of the Saviour. Pro- 
vidence and grace are so often distinguished 
and even separated from each other, in ordi- 
nary conversatioD, and even in ^oo^ \iQ^^^ 
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that we forget their union in the hands of 
Christ, or have but a confused notion of it« 
And as many will talk about Providence, who 
would not listen to any thing about Christ, we 
are thus led farther astray from the scriptural 
facts of the case. Hence we fall into the habit 
of ascribing Providence to the Father, redemp- 
tion to the Son, and sanctification to the Spirit, 
almost exclusively. Indeed, this seems to ns 
the most natural order of the Divine adminis- 
tration : so much and so long has it been the 
popular opinion. Now, although there is cer- 
tainly no heresy, nor unholy tendency in the 
popular opinion, there is not scriptural accu- 
racy in it. There is much truth in it; but 
there is also some error. The Father is the 
God of Providence, just as he is the God of 
Salvation : both originated in his good-will as 
plans ; but both, as measures or acts, are exe- 
cuted by the Son. We ought, therefore, to 
look at all the Saviour's place and part in the 
workings of Providence, as well as in the work 
of redemption : for he is officially all and in all 
in both. 

I am not attaching more importance to this 
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revealed fact than it deserves. This is its 
place in the Bible, and this should be its form 
and place in our hearts, and in our habits of 
thinking and speaking about Providence. 
Now, you would not wonder, nor weary, were 
I to show clearly, that a habit of thinking 
about redemption as the work of Christ, is cal- 
culated to endear Christ and redemption too. 
We should be sad losers, if we referred seldom 
or slightly to the Saviour's heart and hand, 
when we thought of salvation. His blood — 
his image — ^his example — his eye upon the 
great salvation, creates and keeps up our sense 
of its greatness. And we neither see its free- 
ness nor its glory, but as we look at Him. 
When we do not see enough in him to love 
and trust, we do see enough in the promises to 
encourage us. The gospel is to us, always, 
what Christ is to us. The more we keep him 
in view, the more we can hope for salvation, 
and the sweeter it is to our hopes. 

Now thus it would be as to Providence, 
were the Saviour's connexion with it kept 
equally in view. That connexion is equally 
great, and intimate, and inseparable, ^e e^^x* 
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cises Proviilencc, that lie may apply redemp- 
tion. He regulates our temporal lot, -wiih au 
express regard to our spiritual and eternal in- 
terests. Christ is, therefore, more than the 
Christian's refvge, in the day of calamity and 
during the pressure of trials : he is also tLe 
author and manager of these trials ;. and thus 
feels a donhle iniereat in tliem, from his syjn- 
patliy with the auifcrer, and from his know- 
ledge of the cause and design of the sufferings. 
What I want to learn and to teach on this 
subject is, therefore, that PrOTidence should 
send us as direct to Christ as the gospel does. 
And who would not be a gainer, by this habit 
of judging and acting under the vicissitudes 
of Jife? It is, indeed, much and strong con- 
solation wnder calamity, to hide ourselves 
under the shadow of His wings, until it be 
overpast : hut it would both increase this con- 
solation, and help us to enjoy it sooner, if we 
were to meet the calamity from the first, say- 
ing, — " It is the Providence of the Saviour — 
the will of tlie Saviour — -the hand of the Sa- 
viour," This distinct and devout recognition 
of him in our trials, would throw us at once 



THE NEW SONG. 113 

upon the iact, that he would not afflict without 
a cause — nor for an unkind purpose — nor in 
an undue degree. Thus, from the first, we 
^uld have all his character and spirit as the 
pledge, that the affliction, whatever it were, 
was well timed and wisely ordered. 

Besides, and I pray you mark it, we are 
most in the hahit of judging of our hearts and 
lives, as they accord or disagree with the Sa- 
viour's claims upon our love and obedience. 
Were we, therefore, to view trying providences 
as the expression of his opinion of our hearta 
and lives, we should understand the rod at 
once, and know its precise design. 

Neither the point nor the propriety of this 
reasoning is at all weakened by the fact, that 
the Saviour conducts Providence according to 
the eternal purpose of God. That does not 
make Providence any thing, that his own pru^ 
dence would not make it, if there had been no 
eternal purposes. He acts, indeed, according 
to a fixed plan ; but it is a fixed, because a 
fit plan, and in nowise different from what he 
would have done, if he had acted on the spur 
of the moments 
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Why should it be necessary to speak in thU 
way, when the purposes and decrees of God 
are mentioned t I regret thenecessity of say- 
ing strong and startling things on the subject ; 
hut I dare not shrink from the duty, so long 
as 1 see that the eternity and unchangeahle- 
ness of the Divine plans are interpreted us 
symptoms of arbitrary will. They just prove 
the very opposite to be the fact. They are 
from everlasting to everlasting, just because, 
in every instance, they are the very thing that 
ought to be done, and that would have been 
done, had every case been met, at the moment 
it arose, by providential measures suited to it. 
Christ, without a plan, or acting according to 
his own judgment, would do all that he does 
with a plan. The history of Providence, as 
conducted by his discretion, would not differ 
one iota from the prophecy of Providence. 
His heart would dictate nothing, and his hand 
do nothing, different from what the diamond 
pen of sovereignty has written in the sealed 
book of the Divine purposes. 

What, then, it may he asked, is the use of 
the book I If you think this a puzzling ([ues- 
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tion, you have never thought much on the 
subject. It will, however, readily occur to 
you now, that God does not need it as a re- 
membrancer of his own purposes, nor the 
Saviour need it as the rule of his conduct. 
God does not forget his designs, nor could the 
Saviour mistake in any case. The book is 
his rule of procedure in managing all things : 
not because he needs direction from it, hut 
because we need instruction and warning. A 
decretive form is thus given to the Divine will, 
that we may not think that will vacillating or 
uncertain. It would not have done at all, to 
leave us to suppose, that God had no fixed 
plan or principle of acting. We, in that case, 
would have devised plans for him, and each of 
us a plan suited to our own wishes : and thus 
there would have been no rule to judge by, in 
interpreting Providence. But now. Providence 
comes before us as the fruit of eternal pur- 
poses, adopted, not amidst the pressure of cir- 
cumstances, or on the spur of the moment ; 
but in calm deliberation upon the foreseen 
character of all circumstances, as they all stood 
open to Omniscience, before time \>e^asv. 1>kss» 
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fixes the man who reflects ! He sees, that he 
has neither to fear nor hope, amongst a host of 
accidents and chances; hut to look for cer- 
tainties exactly adapted to his real character. 
Thus he learns, that secret sin will be found 
out; that backsliding will become bitter; 
that God will mend him or end him. 



No. VII. 

THE REGAL PRIESTHOOD OF THE NEW SONG. 

Every redeemed man, in heayen and on 
earth, is both a king and a priest nnto God, 
and reigns with Christ on the earth. This is 
just as much certain and sober truth, although 
little noticed and less understood on earth, as 
that every redeemed man is both a believer 
and a penitent. He is a king and a priest too, 
whether he know it or not. He reigns also 
with Christ, as surely he is redeemed by 
Christ, and as truly as he serves or imitates 
the Saviour. 

It is^ however, in one sense, no slight proof 
of true faith and penitence, not to have allowed 
ourselves, hitherto, to think of this. Prodi- 
gals, even after they are come to their right 
mind^ and weeping at their Fatlier'a ieeV ^"^1 
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well confine themselves, for many a day, to 
saying, "I am no more worthy to be called 
thy son ; make me as one of thy hired ser- 
vants." This is more natural, and more pro- 
per too, at first, than to sing, at the dawn of 
hope, " Thou hast made us kings and priests 
unto God, and we shall reign with thee on the 
earth." That song, although both true and 
warranted, from the very first day of conver- 
sion, cannot be speedily appropriated, ncMr even 
fully understood, by converts. Indeed, liie 
reality of his conversion is not a point on 
which a penitent is easily satisfied. It is not 
soon nor summarily that he makes up his 
mind to believe himself to be a true believer. 
His opinion of his own faith and repentance 
undergoes many a change. He is often afraid 
of the sincerity of hoth, and never fully satis- 
fied with the strength of either. He intends 
his believing for faith, and his humility for 
penitence ; but he does not hastily nor often 
pronounce them to be so. 

This is so much the case with all who are 
truly serious, and so long the ease with many 
of the followers of Christ, that we cannot won- 
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der at their silence, when ihe New Song rise: 
to the kingaliip, and priesthood, and reign of ' 
the redeemed. Then, even those who c 
Kng, " Worthy ia the Lamb that was slain for 
■o»," do not venture to apply to themselves i 
hst clause of the song : that, they confine to ' 
file redeemed in heaven. They never imagine, 
can hardly believe when told, that it can 
apply to any one out of heaven : and they are ' 
>quite sure, that it does not apply to the 
•* Kings and priests unto God !" they ne 
dreamt of such a thing in their own case ! They ' 
Deverthoughtofbeing any thing higher than sons 
and daughters of the Lord God Almighty : 
Kod even that is often too high for their hopes 
to realize. Could they only feel sure of being 
accepted servants, they would be more than 
wtisfied. Could they only sing, " Washed us 
from our sins in his own blood," tliey would 
leave to any one the privilege (whatever it be) • 
of being kings and priests unto God. Re- 
demption by Christ, not reigning with Christ 
on earth, is their grand object. 

I need not say that you feel this to be 
toue. What, however, if learning to xe^ti. 



120 THE REGAL PRIESTHOOD OF 

themselves as kings and priest9 unto Grod» and 
as intended to reign with Christ on the earth, 
should be found, . on examination,, to be the 
best way fl£ asc^rtaioing pn^r^onal i^demption! 
What, if it can be proved, that the only way 
of raising Jiope to the assurance of faith, is, to 
proceed to act upon the revealed fact, that 
believers are "a royal priesthood?" What 
would you think, if it were demonstrated, that 
one gr^at reason why so few can sing habitu- 
ally, *' slain for us," is, because they do not 
consider themselves to be a regal and reigning 
priesthood ? 

You may . think this an unlikely cause of 
fear and suspense, because it seems so unlike 
all the usual causes assigned for the weakness 
of hope and the lowness of enjoyment. Hav- 
ing never heard nor dreamt of such a thing, 
you can hardly believe that I am altogether 
serious in thus suggesting it. I am, however, 
quite serious ; and quite sure too, that it is the 
fornif not the spirit of the sentiment, that diSr 
fers £:om ordinary opinion. Every good man 
means all that I have yet said, and more too, 
when he confesses that Christians ** do not live 
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up to their privileges." Let us, however, see 
first, what the word of God teaches on this 
fBubject. Now, what John heard the church 
in heaven sing about their regal and reigning 
priesthood, he taught the church on earth to 
sing also. ^' Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father : to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen." Rev. i. 5, 6. What- 
ever this mean, therefore, its meaning applies 
to Christians on earth, as well as to glorified 
spirits in heaven. In like manner, Peter says 
expressly to all to whom Christ is precious, 
" Ye are a royal priesthood" — " a holy priest- 
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable 
unto God by Jesus Christ." 1 Peter ii. 5 — 9. 
In like manner, as to reigning with Christ, 
Paul says to all who are quickened by the 
Holy Spirit, " God hath quickened us together 
with Christ, and hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in ^oavenly places in 
Christ Jesus." Eph. ii. 6, 7. To afflicted be- 
lievers also, he says, " If we saifer with him, 
we shall also reign with ,him." 2 Tim. v\, VI. 

M 
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Of all the family of God, Paul says, " If chil 
ren, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint he 
with Christ." Rom. viii. 17. Again, " Tl 
who receive abundance of grace, and of 1 
gift of righteousness, shall reign in life 
Jesus Christ." Rom. v. 17- 

This fact is taught also by the Savio 
" Verily, I say unto you, that ye who hi 
followed me in the regeneration, when the S 
of Man shall sit on the throne of his glory, 
also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging 1 
twelve tribes of Israel." Matt. xix. 28. Aga 
** To him that overcometh will I grant to 
with me on my throne, even as I also ov 
came, and am set with my Father on 
throne." Rev. iii. 21, "To him that ov 
cometh, and keepeth my works unto the e: 
to him will I give power over the nations, i 
he shall rule them." Rev. ii. 26. Thus, wh 
ever be the meaning of the regal and reign 
priesthood of believers, it is a revealed h 
common to the saints on earth, as well as 
the saints in heaven. 

Modem millenarians would readily agree 
this, were it not preceded by appeals to Ch: 
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tian experience, which recognise, as true 
Christians, millions who either know nothing, 
or care nothing about their carnal and vulgar 
notions of Christ's personal reign on earth. 
They mean, by the mutual reign of Christ and 
Christians on the earth, nothing more nor bet- 
ter than the mother of Zebedee's children 
meant, when she wished that her two sons 
might be the prime ministers of the Messiah, 
in a temporal kingdom. To sit at his right or 
his left hand, even if in the clouds, to be 
stared at by the world, and envied by the 
church, seems to be the height of their ambi- 
tion, and the very climax of glory. And be- 
cause good men, however wise, care nothing 
about such a distinction, millenarians reckon 
them foolish, if not bad men. I am, however, 
quite content to be reckoned by them what- 
ever they choose, so long as they identify me 
with those who look and labour for the spiritual 
reign of Christ on earth. I willingly resign the 
clouds, both as thrones and chariots, to those 
who have a taste for such aerial elevation, if I 
may be associated with those who pray in cot- 
tages, preach in barns, teach the y outv^^ ^xw^ \.t^ 
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this part of the New Song, what I tliink or 
feel. My pity for modem millenarians proves 
DO more, what is the mind of the Spirit, than 
doea their contempt for me. Neither is argu- 
ment, when /act is concerned. What, tlien, is 
&et, — when the Teign of Christ on earth is the 
subject ? Did he not reign and triumph glo- 
riously, when the gospel waa first preached 
to the world? The Cesars of Rome soon 
found His doves to be more powerful than their 
eaglee', and His cross more triumphant than 
their banners. The priests of Jupiter and 
Baal soon found that His sacrifice displaced 
their altars, and alienated their temples from 
idolatry. Even the chairs of Plato in Greece, 
and of Seneca in the capitol, although shaded 
with the laurels of a hallowing antiquity, aud 
enshrined with the lamps of power and patton- 
Bge, were deserted for the "hired house" of 
an apostle, or for the simple grave of a martyr. 
Then, Christians reigned with Christ on the 
earth ; and, without legislating or usurping, 
became the kings of emperors, and the priests 
of hierarchies. They reigned with Christ, by 
lipJng or dying for the glory oS C\irwX, *a 
H 3 
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circumstances required. They insulted no 
throne by clamour, and cringed to none by 
petition ; but simply created a public opinion, 
which became political power, that no throne 
could resist nor control. 

Was not this reigning on earth ? The cabi- 
nets of policy and the sanhedrim of priestcraft, 
found, felt, and confessed it to be so. And, 
at last, Jupiter became ashamed to launch his 
thunderbolts, and Cesars to issue their edicts, 
and philosophers to utter their tirades, i^ainst 
Christianity. They shrunk from the unequal 
contest, and were glad to pay homage to 
** another king ; — one Jesus." 

Thus Christ's reign on earth began ; and 
thus Christians reigned with him, both as 
kings and priests unto God. He wrought by 
them, and thus they reigned with him. So it 
is still. Wherever he reigns, they reign with 
him, because he works by them in all the ex- 
tensions of his kingdom. The dominion is 
still given to the saints of the Most High. 
They, indeed, give all the glory of all the good 
done by their instrumentality, to Christ ; but 
Christ, although he does not divide that glory 
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with them, gives them a fbll share of its joys, 
and employs it all for their good. They are 
thus "joint heirs with Christ," whenever a 
neighbourhood or a nation 

" Crown Him Lord of all.»' 

Accordingly, whatever they may oaU their 
pleasure, when they see their neighbours won 
to Christ, or hear of the kingdoms of this 
world becoming His kingdom, they cannot 
help feeling a personal interest in all such 
events. Christians, mstinctively, triumph in 
his triumphs, rejoice in his joys, and glory in 
his glorification. Individually, no one may 
say, or ought to say, " Mi/ prayers took effect 
in that foreign conquest, or in this home con- 
version ;" but, collectively, they both may 
and ought to say, ** Our prayers have been 
answered ; our instrumentality blessed ; our 
labours crowned with success." This is only 
saying, in other words, " Thanks be unto God, 
who causeth us to triumph in Christ." 

It is exceedingly desirable that this feeling 
should prevail widely and warmly in every 
church ; for, until it do so, much will not be 
done for the world, and, con8eqvieTv\\.^^W\.\!^»- 
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tie will be enjoyed by the church. We most 
act as kings, and pray as priests, unto God, 
and thus try to reign more with Christ on 
earth, if we would sing with heavenly freedom 
or constancy, " Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain for us, and who loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood." Whoever 
would sing this for himself, with an unwaver- 
ing tongue, must try to be a king or a priest 
unto God ; for Christ gave himself for us, not 
only that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
but also that he might make us *' zealous of 
good works." We must set ourselves to the 
duty of healing the nations by the leaves of 
the tree of life, if we would eat of all the 
twelve manner of its ripe fruits. 

Are we, then, ** priests unto God ?*' What 
place or proportion does intercession for a pe- 
rishing world hold in our prayers ? It is the 
first petition in the Lord's Prayer. Is it last, 
or but languid, in our prayers ? This is, alas ! 
too often the case. We do not, indeed, always 
confine ourselves to our own wants or woes, 
when pouring out our hearts unto God at the 
throne of grace ; but we do so too much. In 
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general, we allow so little time for prayer, that 
we leave hardly any room for intercession on 
behalf of others ; or when compelled by the 
pressure of our own cares to pray much, we 
are tempted to forget others entirely. I call 
this a temptation ; for it is not the less so, be- 
cause it is very natural to be thus absorbed 
about ourselves, when care or fear renders us 
very prayerful, Satan knows it to be very 
natural ; and as he knows, too, that God sig« 
nally honours the spirit of supplication, when, 
as in the case of Job, it prays for others, he 
tries to divert us firom remembering the world 
or the church, that he may prevent, in our 
case, the success of Job, whose " captivity the 
Lord turned, when he prayed for his friends." 
I have often thought, when considering this 
fact, that it would be wise to set apart, once a 
weekf the whole time of the morning or even- 
mg secret devotion, to intercessory prayer 
alone. I am quite persuaded that, instead of 
being at all losers by this, we should be posi- 
tive and great gainers. God would not foi^et 
us, if we were thus to forget ourselves, in order 
to remember a perishing world and a %\.T>ai%^\a% 
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church. It is well, and we ought to be intent 
on our own safety, sanctification, and spiritual 
comfort. If we care little about them, we 
shall not pray at all for others. Let us not 
forget, however, that sacred oracle, " Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem ; they shall prosper that 
love thee.'* He who penned that injunction 
when God gave it, saw so clearly its authority 
and propriety, that he said for himself, " Let 
my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if 
I prefer not Jerusalem to my chief joy." 

Now, we know what was David's chief per- 
sonal joy : it was the light of God's counte- 
nance, shining upon his own soul, as the joy 
of salvation. No man ever prayed more fre- 
quently or fervently for personal hope and 
comfort than David. He was never easy, 
when his peace or consolation was at a low ebb. 
But even when they were highest, he had a 
higher relative joy than his chief personal joy, 
— the glory of God in the welfare of the church. 
Accordingly, even when praying most for him- 
self, and when his trials were heaviest, and his 
heart saddest, as well as when rejoicing in 
God, David always breathes some ardent peti- 
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tion for Zion and the world- In tliis respect 
the king was emplmtically " a priest unto 
God." Was David a loser by this 1 No ; 
many a time was his captivity, like that of Job, 
turned into spiritual life and liberty, wbilst ha ^H 
thus prayed for others, as well as for himself.- ^^ 

This is a part of the Christian priestly office, 
wlucb the saints in heaven are not called to 
exercise. It docs not appear to be any part 
of their duty, to make " intercession for all 
men," or for any man. That, God lias de- 
volved upon " the living in Jerusalem ;'' not 
on " the dead in Christ." At least, we know 
nothing at all to the contrary. The sacrifice 
of praise, is the only sacrifice which the saints 
in glory present at the altar, where they are 
priests unto God. This is as well ordered as 
it is sure ; for, did they pray for us, we should 
either not pray at all for ourselves or otheTa,i^^H 
or pray more to them than to God. Accord^^^l 
iDgly, this takes place wherever popery can ■* 
withhold the Bible : there it upholds the iiivo- 
cation of the saints, and makes them greater 
intercessors than the Saviour. 

This wereadily and deeply cowiemu. W'i.'i 
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shocked at the savage supposition ! Were it 
their duty, you are sure it would be their de- 
light. Well; it is your duty: is it, then, 
your delight ? 

Never shall I forget the following thrilling 
i^peal, on this subject, at the close of a ser- 
mon on social-prayer, by the classical TuToa of 
Highbury College. " You know the worth of 
the floul ; you see multitudes who are ready to 
perish. I look on you, and upon all Christians, 
as sustaining the awfully responsible character 
of intercessors for a dying world. You stand 
between the living and the dead ; you can stay 
the plague ; you can present the groans of the 
dying to the Author of life, and bring down in 
return the healthful and refreshing Spirit of 
grace. I appeal to the yearnings of your Chris- 
tian charity, to the solemnities of the station 
you occupy, to the magnitude of the interests 
which are intrusted to your care. As priests 
unto God, you are within the veil ; you have 
the blood of the noblest sacrifice ; you bear the 
censer of the sweetest incense ; you stand before 
the mercy-seat, and beneath the wings of the 
cherubim. As soon would I imagme V\v&'^«^- 
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No. VIII. 

THE DOXOLOGY OF THE NEW SONG. 

If we really feel any adoring gratitude to 
Grod and the Lamb, for the great salvation of 
the cross, we shall do more than sing the 
Doxology of the New Song. Our liveSf as 
well as our lips, should show forth the high 
praises of our God and Saviour. Our whole 
character, spirit, and deportment, should be a 
a living hymn of practical gratitude, waxing 
louder and sweeter as we draw nearer to Eter- 
nity. 

. This familiar remark is sometimes made for 
the purpose of undervaluing good singing^ or 
scientific music. Such is not its purpose, nor 
its spirit, here. As now made, it is only a 
calm protest against mere singing, whether 
good or bad. No music, vocal oi m%\x>iT£k&XL\s)i^ 
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can do devotional jualice to the New Sonjr- 
Even the harps of glory would be mockery 
of it, if they breathed only befitting music 
There can, however, be no sia nor iaconsist- 
cncy in setting it to music, of which the sound 

" Is eclia to the sense." 
Few minds are insensible to the charm of such 
Bounds ; and all minds need occasionally some 
impulse, to concentrate, or to sublima.te, their 
attention. Man's natural taste for expreaaive 
music is too general, not to Lave a vioral pur- 
pose. Those, therefore, who Lave no taste nor 
ear for " sweet sounds," should not resolve the 
delight of others into the vain pleasure of 
hearing themselves sing. There axe, uo doubt, 
mere exhibitors of voice and science, who 
think of nothing beyond masterly execution, 
even when redemption is the theme : for Jew- 
ish singers are not the only persona who join 
in Christian anthems -without faith or feeling. 
Tliis evii is, however, but the abuse of what is 
really good in itself. There would not, per- 
haps, he more melody in the heart of man to 
the Lord, if there were less music in the world. 
I mean, tlmt the abandonment of singing, or 
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tlie absence of good singing, would not im^ 
prove devotion, at home or in the sanctuary. 
Many, indeed, give far more time and atten- 
tion to sacred music, than to the sacred sub- 
jects of it : but such persons would not study 
these subjects more, if they were divorced from 
music, or stripped of all its charms. One 
thing, at least, is certain : good music has 
never set any one against a good subject ; 
whereas bad music perhaps has. 

Do we, however, enter fully into the spirit 
and design of the New Song, even when our 
feelings coiTespond with our words and sounds '! 
la it enough, to sing it with the understanding 
and the heart 7 We readily allow that we do 
nothing to the purpose, if we do not make 
melody in our hearts unto the Lord, when we 
join in this doxology. Tlie state of our hearts 
is, however, very much dependent upon the 
state of our habits and conscience. There 
cannot be much melody in the heart, if there 
be but little consistency in the life. It is, 
therefore, not enough, that we breathe what- 
ever portion of feeling we have into our songs 
of praise i the question is, a\B0,4o "«ft Wi^«« 
H 3 
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as to Ze^ the heart feel aright ? We cannot, o£ 
course, breathe morie g^titude or lo¥e than wfi- 
feel : but, could we not feel more, by acting 
better ? Are there not some habits, and tern-, 
pers, the improvement of which would im- 
prove our hearts in all devotional feelings? 
If there be, it would ill become us to satisfjr 
ourselves with the bare £Eict, that we are not 
hypocritical nor heedless when we si^g the 
praises of redeeming love. The conspiouaness 
of breathing some heart into the New Spng, 
must not divert us from the solemn que9.tion« 
** Why is my heart so far from Thee ?" 

It is well, it is a mercy, to have an^ loelodij 
in the heart to the Lord. We ought, how- 
ever, to have more than a little, on sudia 
theme ; and, if that little be genuine, we wish 
to have more. Let us, therefore, honestly etz- 
amine how it may be increased. 

Be not afraid of this process of self-exa- 
mination. I am in pursuit of nothing impracti« 
cable or visionary. Nothing is fi^rther froqi 
my design, than to promote ecstacies, or feel- 
ings, incompatible with the business and cares 
of real life. I want to sweeten life, and to 
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balance its trials, by the sober experience of a 
well-asoeTtained interest in redemption. Let 
us» therefore, study together the Doxology of 
the New Song.. 

Its first note is, " Blessjno" uQto God and 
the Lamb for ever. You remember one who 
said, ** I wiU ble99 the Lord at all times." In 
order to do this, David was in the habit of 
summoning and charging his soul^ from time to 
tim©j to. keep, up the duty : ** Bless the Lord, 
O my spu}.'' He often looked also at the ob- 
ligations of others to ascribe blessing unto 
God, and thus strengthened his own sense of 
duty by praying, ** And let all flesh bless His 
holy name for ever." He even helped on his 
own gratitude by remembering the obligations 
of all in heaven, as well as o.f all upon the 
earth. Hence, he summoned the celestial hosts 
to join him : " Bless the Lord, ye his angels, 
all ye his hosts, ye miuister^ of his, that do 
hi? pleasure.'' He even made the inanimate 
universe tributary to his own gratitude^ and 
summoned it thus : ** Bless the Lord, all his 
works, in all places of his dominion : bless the 
Lord, O my souV* 
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I mention all this, not chiefly for the sake 
of its sublimity, but to show how sincere gra- 
titude ¥rill take some pains to be lively. David 
did not leave his to accident, nor to depend 
on the impulse of the moment. He tried all 
suitable means of keeping up a thankftil frame 
of mind. And, if he required all these helps, 
in order to make melody in his heart to the 
Lord, how much more do we need them ! I 
do not, however, ask now, whether we imitate 
David by calling on all worlds and all crea- 
tures to join us in blessing God and the Lamb, 
for the great salvation : but do we call upon 
our souls y ** and all that is within" us, to be 
stirred up to liveliness and delight in the duty ? 
Do we summon and charge our souls to be 
sincerely and fervently grateful for the un- 
speakable gift of an atoning Saviour? Our 
souls are prone to be forgetful, or negligent, w 
dull : do we, therefore, let them take their own 
way then, or do we take measures to prevent 
and check their wanderings ? 

It is, remember, no excuse for a low ebb of 
gratitude or love, to say that we cannot always 

appropriate the New Song to ourselves. There 
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is ahuadant reason for blessing both God and 
the Lamb, even when we cannot sing, " Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain for us, to receive 
blessing, and honour, and glory." He is 
worthy to receiye them £rom us, on the single^ 
groond that, his sacrifice is sufficient to be the 
^^propitiation for our sins ; and not for oura 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world." 
This is cause enough for daily, and adoring 
thankfulness, even if we had no other causes^ 
Bat we hAve many more. We are invited, 
encouraged^ urged, besought, and commanded^ 
by God and the Lamb, to trust this all-suffiL-s 
eient atonement* Nor is this all our warrant 
to hope. For, what is our sense of needing it? 
our desire of an interest in it ? our wiUingnesa 
to be indebted to it ? and our cordial approval 
of its holy design ? What is all this but the 
effect of that special agency of the Spirit, by 
which he '' takes of the things of Christ, and 
shows them " to the soul ? Our souls do see 
them, and admire them, and value them, in a 
way they did not at one time. We could not 
make light of eternal things now, nor be satis- 
jled with a form of godliness. Yea^ ^^ cQ\ii^ 
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account nothing to be the power of godlmessy 
but a religion in which Christ crucified was 
♦* all and alL" 

Here, then, are causes for cherishing and 
expressing daily gratitude for redeeming lore. 
Let us, therefore, try how mueh heart and 
eoul we can breathe into our morning and 
evening sacrifice of heart-melody. Whilsi 
thus trying to make it a living sacrifice, there 
may soon fall upon it some ** holy fire " from 
heaven, which shall make it flame up from the 
altar of our hearts towards the cross and the 
throne, as high as the gratitude of the primi* 
tive believers. Do not fail to bless Gk>d and 
the Lamb daily, if you wish to be more, or at 
all, blessed by them. Ascribe '* blessing " te 
them, if you would taste blessedness from them. 
Have stated times, however i^ort, when you 
eaU your soul to this duty. Never imagine 
that it must be useless, when it must be short. 
Let it be intended gratitude : and the shortness 
of its expression, when inevitable, will not 
cause the rejection of its spirit, when honest. 

If these hints help you at all, you may help 
yourself much more, by resolving and taking 
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care that your life, aa well aa your lips and 
heart, ahould show forth the high praises of 
redemption. That will " mightily help " your 
heart to feel aright. A life which is iii practi- 
cal discord with the harmonies of the New 
Song, win spoil its melody in any heart. The 
apostles kaew this well, and threw the duty 
of praise upon the whole character of their 
converts : " Ye are a peculiar people, that ye 
should show forth the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light." We ahould be " to the praise of the 
glory of his grace." 

The second note of the Doxology ia, "Ho- 
houe" unto God and the Lamb. This too 
must be practical, as well as vocal and cordial. 
It is not enough just to escape that censure, — 
'• This people honour me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from me," Our hearts can- 
not honour God much nor well, if our actions 
do not honour him, No appeal of a profligate 
cliild to the unextinguished spark of natural 
love in his heart for his parents, can apologi^^e 
for actions or habits which dishonour them. 
If Jjc apark be not extinct in bis WaxV, >i\t 
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more base is his profligacy, because agunst 
natural affection. God, therefore, appeals thus, 
** If then I bea &ther, where is mine honcmr?" 
Now although it is nowhere, if it be not in our 
hearts^ it is eqnally true that Ghxl is not miiefa 
honoured by them, if bur life do not honour 
him. I say '^ honour" him; for it is not 
enough, that we merely avoid dishonoufi^g 
God. It is, indeed, well, and a mercy too,' to 
be kept from disgracing our prbfession. I do 
not think lightly lior little of even that nega- 
tive virtue. It will be a positive help to' any 
man, who has yet to begin the great wodc of 
*' adorning the doctrines of his God and Sa- 
viour." Men who have openly dishoilbared 
them, And it no easy matter either to gat lover 
their fall, or to regain a character. Still, it is bat 
a poor account of a Christian, when nothing 
more can be said of him, than that he does 
not exactly dishonour the holy nameby Which 
he is called. He ought to be some hdnour to 
it also, because he might be so in some way. 

Let us look this duty fiiUy in the face. 
What is the^^ express command to honour 
God, which occurs to you ? It is moat likely 
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that well-known law of heaven, " Honour the 
Lord with thy suhstance, and with the iirst- 
fmits of thine increase." Prov. iii. 9. It was 
Lh connexion with the dislike and neglect of 
tills duty, that God said, " If then I be a Fa- 
ther, where is mine honour?" The Jews of 
that age, both priests and people, kept up all 
the forms of public worship ; but they even 
tried how cheaply they could maintain them. 
Hence God remonstrated thus : "Ye brought 
the torn, and the lame, and the sick : thus ye 
brought an offering. Should I accept this of 
your hand, saith the Lord? But cursed be 
the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and 
■acrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing : for 
I am a great Xing, saith the Lord of Hosts." 
Mftl- i* 13. Ezekiel gives the same account 
pf this lip-honour and money-loving: "With 
their mouth they show much love, but their 
heart goeth after their covetousness." Ezek. 
xxxiii. 3 1 . Thus one great cause of their hearts 
being far from God, whilst their lips honoured 
him, was the love of money. His service, as 
he enjoined it for his own honour, required 
both healthy sacrifices at the a\ia\) ^iA\v<fc^N-^ 
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free-will ofibrings at the treasury of his tern* 
pie ; but they grudged the expense of both. 
Their own temporal interests lay nearer their 
hearts than his public honour; but, as they 
did not deem it quite safe to do nothing for his 
Gausei they tried a compromise, and talked 
much, but gave little. 

'' These things were written for our admo^ 
nition, on whom the ends of the world are 
come." And, if a lame, torn, and sickly olBGsr- 
ing, or the cheapest sacrifice that could be 
purchased, was a base kisult at the typical 
altar of atonement, however coupled with 
singing all the songs of Zion, how much more 
un^ateful it is, to try how little will suffice as 
an offering at the high altar of the cross ! 
That altar sanctifies^ indeed, both the giver 
and the gift, however poor either may be, if 
they are only honest and cheerful. It is not 
the amount, but the frufortfon^ of what is 
given tot his honour, that God looks to. He 
would reckon it no honour, but indeed an in- 
sult, to receive a gift out of money which man 
had any debt-^laim upon, or out of an income 
inadequate to the real wants of a family. Grod 
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" hates rolibery fur burnt- offering," Mite^ 
are millions in his estimation, when a mite ig 
sU tliat can be honestly or prudently cast into 
his treasury. He is, however, jealous about 
the proportion and apirit in which we honoiU 
him ; and we ougbt to be so too. 

In the present day, it is peculiarly necessary 
to settle the general question, — VYhat can I 
really aiFord to do for the honour of my God 
«nd Saviour ? So many particular clainii 
come before us, one by one, and at separata 
times, that we can hardly tell whether we btt 
giving too much, or too little, until this queB» 
tion IB fairly settled. For, on the one hand, 
we give so oflen, that the amount may seem. 
to us greater than it really is ; and on the oth« 
band, although we do not miss out mites whilst 
they aiB given from time to time, yet thdj 
gross amount, at the end of the year, may hp 
more than we could afford. And it really ]p 
more, if we leave any proper debt to man un- 
paid, or not in a fair way of being honestly 
met. It therefore becomes, yea, behoves m^ 
to unite with singing, " Honour unto God an^ 
the Lamb, " a conscientious ca\cu\a.*.\oiv til viVmX 
,we cm give to hoooux tlieni, " m\ii o«t w;&>- 
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Stance, aiid with the first fniits of all otir in- 
crease." Now, the New Testament form of 
all this old commandment is, " Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay by 
him in store, as God hath prospered him." 
1 Cor. xvi. 2. Thus, wherever Providence has 
given nothing beyond the bare necessaries of 
life, grace call» for no laying out or laying by, 
at that time, for the cause of Gt)d« When a 
Christian can do nothing for God in the way 
of giving, without injuring his fanaily or his 
neighbour, he has no occasion to be afraid or 
ashamed, on that account, to appropriate the 
fiill comfort of the New Song unto himself. 
He needs it all, when thus low; and he is 
welcome to it all, in his low estate. When 
God, however, prospers us much, or so mudi 
that we are above want, then graee does call 
for a liberality proportionate to the bounty of 
Providence. And, according to this rule, we 
shall have occasion to say, at one time, 
" For brass, I will bring silver ;*' and at an- 
other time, ** For silver, I will bring gold ;** 
and at another it may bo equally our duty to 
reverse this ascending scale, and to say, ** For 
gold, I must bring only silver;'* or, "For silver, 



I must bring only brass." For tlie lioiiour of 
God being the final object, the descending 
Bcale, whfn thus conscientious, is as honour- 
able in Iiia estimation aa the ascending scale, 
of free-will offerings. When, however, we 
really can afford to sing the New Song to a 
golden harp, a silver harp should not be seen 
in our hands. There mi^it be more harps of 
gold around the cross, when all who sing, 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain for us," 
are glorying in the cross. Silver harps make, 
indeed, good practical music in the grand chorus 
of this Doxology, when they join it often and 
regularly ; but the New Song will not, cannot, 
spread iaat nor far, until the wealthy " thou- 
sands of Israel" drop them, and say, " For 
silver, I will bring gold." Your gold will 
rust in spite of you, if you hold back any that 
you can really spare : for all you con spare i$ 
now wanted. 

The third note of the Doxology is, " Glo&v 1 
unto God and the Lamb," And this, alsOt I 
must be practical, as well as cordial. No ' 
words nor feelings, however good or glow-' 
ing, can be a substitute £01: (jloTtJijinij aK:usiiAi.l 
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All who are redeemed, or hope to he redeemed, 
by the precious blood of Christ, must glorify 
God with their bodies, as well as Yirith thek 
spirits ; by their practice, as well as by their 
faithi 

This is no hardship, and therefore we are 
not in a right spirit when we think it one. A 
really right spirit before God, would try to 
break away from its wrong tendencies, exclaim* 
ing, in the face of all temptation and custom, 
** Who would not glorify thee, thou King of 
saints, for thou only art holy V* I am but too 
fully aware, that all this is not easy. There 
are, however, harder tasks than self-denial or 
self-control. When God arises to punish for, 
and to purify firom, unholy habits or tempers, 
the furnace of such sanctification is often as 
dark as it is hot. The chastened child cannot 
see a father's heart, nor recognise a paternal 
hand, in the fiery trial of faith ; his faith be- 
comes so weak, or, what is the same thing, he 
finds it so difficult to believe for himself, when 
all things seem against him. Then, however 
willing or able to glorify God and the Lamb 
by his life and conversation, he is almost 
afraid to try, lest his services should be re- 
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jected, as too late or too reluctant to be ac- 
cepted* 

If you understand this hint, you will feel at 
once the tremendous import and emphasis of 
that solemn warning, — ** Give glory to the 
Lord your God, before he cause darkness, and 
before your feet stumble on the dark moun- 
tains, and, while ye look for light, he turn into 
the shadow of death, and make it gross dark- 
ness." This — God will do, in the case of all 
his children who do not try to glorify him, and 
especially in the case of professing parents 
who take no effective nor systematic measures 
to train up their offspring in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. God will bring them 
to their senses, by answering their prayers 
•* with terrible things in righteousness." He 
has, indeed, forgiven such parents ; but he 
has taken " vengeance on the inventions " by 
which they long evaded parental duty, and 
brought them to it by whips of scorpions. 

I am not pleading for too much, whilst thus 
enforcing the duty of glorifying God by break- 
ing through sloth, and shame, and selfishness, 
in order to he useful in our £amW\e?i ^w^ \^"^r 
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tive circles. If we do nothing for souls theie^ 
we can expect nothing : and, who is piepajfied 
to hazard the consequences of seeing some cut 
off, for whom they are responsible to God« and 
through eternity can never forget ? Parents ! 
have mercy on your children, if ye Jieto any 
mercy upon yourselres. Eelatiiires ! sate 
yourselves from '^ blood-guiltinesa," if yon 
would be saved by the blood of the Lamb. 
Neighbours ! say not, ** Am I my brother's 
keeper ?" if you would be kept irom the cuise 
of being unprofitable servants. By all means, 
sing^ *' Glory be unto God and the Lamb ;" 
but, at the same time, do something to glorify 
them, if you would have their pres^Jioe with 
your own soul in life or death. 

Besides ; only consider, for what this dvty 
is usually neglected ? For nothing, that will 
bear to be told at the bar of God. Yea, the 
indulgence, the sloth, or the worldlineas, which 
set the duty aside, may, themselvies, prove 
fatal to life, health, or reason. For, why 
should Providence keep watch and ward, or, 
indeed, care any thing about the temporal wel- 
fare of those, who care nothing about the 
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eternal welfare of otliers ? Where ia grace 
prtmised either to keep or cheer the hearts of 
those, who take no interest in tjie glory of 
God 1 O, be assured that the time is gone 
past in the church for ever, when it was safil 
or sufficient to keep up the New Song as doc- 
trine and devotion. The worthiness of th« 
Lamb must be spread now, at home and abroad^ 
or not be enjoyed in the closet or the sanc- 
tuary. The New Song has fallen now on new 
times. Not that redumption is less the free gift 
of God now, nor that the redeemed are biougUt 
tinder any directly new obligation : we are 
only brought back to more of primitive times, 
than OUT immediate fathers enjoyed. Provi- 
denee has again thrown open the world to the 
cbariots of salvaUon, as wlien they had their 
first highway over the three continents. Our 
fiitbcrs bitd enough to do, in their time, to 
rescue and keep the ark of the covenant out of 
the hands of the popish and Sociniaa Philis- 
tines. It cost them both blood and treasure 
■fc> preserve the truth as it is in Jesus. Now, 
however, the ark is safe, and t)ie world open ; 
and tbesi! utw tiiiica ciill for iit:w, ot u, siiucwsi. 



1 
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of the original, efforts, to bear it in tritiinph 
around all the seats of idc^atry, and into all the 
scenes of ignorance and vice. 

And, what is expense ? It is here, as in 
every thing else, a mere thing of proportion. 
What the spread of the gospel will cost is smv 
to be taken from us in judgment^ if it be not 
given by us in mercy. Qod can enlarge or 
limit our means, as he chooses. What Iibtb 
the great body of merchants and shipowners 
gained during this winter ? As a body, they 
have never done any thing effectual for the n« 
ligious or moral improvement of seamen : and, 
in a few months, they have lost more money 
than would have been requisite to fumisli all 
their ships and harbours with adequate means of 
grace. Thus God settles all iU-iept accoQnts 
with the claims of his glory. 

The fourth note of the Doxology is, what 
might be expected^ '' Power unto God wd 
the Lamb." Now^ we can, with no good Uce^ 
sing or pray, that their power may extend oiPfr 
others, if we ourselves do not submit to it. If 
I really desire to see Divine power subduing 
the hearts and habits of others, I must» in 



THE NBW SONG. 155 

laistency, bow to it myself. I cannot help 
its sway in the world, if I hold back my 
n character, or spirit, from its authority. 
lat " power," then, do vre practically ascribe 
God, in connexion with our hope of re- 
nption ? Have we given him power over 
r habits and tempers ? Do we allow any 
own sin to stand out against his authority ? 
there any known duty we do not yield to 
a in ? I do not, of course, mean that an 
tire actual subjection to Divine power, is 
rential to an actual interest in the Divine 
^our. It is not soon, nor, perhaps, ever 
tirely in this world, that all power is prac- 
ally given to God. There will be some 
ustance to his will, whilst there is any cor- 
ption in the heart. But, voluntary, deliber- 
3, or allowed resistance, there must not be, 
tinot be, if we have washed our robes in the 
3od of the Lamb. We cannot imagine that 
sin still indulged, is truly pardoned; nor 
at the sanctions of a positive duty, still neg« 
3ted, are not in force against us. All such 
ings must, until we set ourselves to submit 
the 2>ower of God, rise up lo ^«t\Lftw «v«. 
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hopes, and keep our hearts npon the rack of 
suspense. We cannot sing the New Song 
" With an unwrnyering tongue," 

until, with unflinching honesty, we make war 
against all the lusts of the flesh and the mind. 
When, however, that warfare is carrying on in 
good earnest, and whilst we are not defeated 
by not trying or wishing to conquer, it is not 
every defeat, nor any defeat, that should shut 
our lips. Let us pray over the New Song, 
when we are afraid to sing it. And, especially, 
let us bend all our prayers and watchfulness to 
bring our easily besetting sin daily uxider all 
the checks of Divine power. 



No. IX. 

TJIE PERPETUITY OP THE NEW SONO 
EXPLAINED. 

It should never be foigotteiiy whilst studyo 
ing the New Song, that all who sing it in 
heaven have for ever before them, in the midst 
of the throne, the Saviour himself, and all 
that he is doing for them, and for the church 
on earth. They are never silent, because he 
is never unemployed nor uninterested. Their 
harps are never laid aside, because he never lays 
down his censer nor his sceptre. Because he 
ever liveth to intercede, they ever love to 
Bing. His ministry in heaven should, therefore, 
be deeply and devoutly studied, and vividly 
realized, by all who would understand the 
spirit and perpetuity of the New Song. Now, 
to those who are familiar ml\i ^^ X\l^ '^S. 
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Christ, as recorded in the gospel, I need hardly 
say, that his ministry upon earth was distin- 
guished by diligence and fidelity ; by tender- 
ness and patience; by zeal and energy. 
Whether the Saviour's pulpit was on a moun- 
tain or in the temple ; in a ship or in a 
synagogue, he was equally intent upon doing 
good, and equally intense in his solicitude 
to win souls. His whole heart was in his 
work ; and, therefore, at the well of Samaiia, 
he was as energetic in preaching to one woman, 
as when surrounded by the thousands of 
Israel in the wilderness, or in the streets of 
Jerusalem. No obloquy nor ignominy ; neither 
coldness nor contempt, could weaken, wean, or 
weary him in his ministry upon earth. He per- 
sisted in spite of calumny, and persevered in 
the midst of opposition and disappointment. 
Neither infuriated mobs norcaptioas individu- 
als could divert him from his ministerial work : 
but the Sun of Righteousness, like ihe natural 
Bun, held on his way, dispensing light and 
warmth, whether noticed or unnoticed. ** His 
meat and his drink was to do the will of Him 
who sent him ;" and he did it fully, whether 
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■welcomed or derided. That his derisions anil 
reproach, during liis ministry, were great and 
provoking, I need not inform yoti — you have 
raarked both, and wondered how he bore either 
ED long and meekly. 

That wonder is, however, explained, if not 
lessened, by knowing that his cold and unkind 
reception as a minister, was part of Ida humili- 
ation as Mediator. He came to " his own," 
aware that they would not receive him. He laid 
his account with rejection upon the earth : hut, 
when he ascended far ahove all heavens, and 
took his scat at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, was it to he expected that he would 
resume liis ministry then, or that he would 
carry it on in the same spirit ? It is not with 
any intention of answering this question in the 
negative, that 1 put it in this connexion. I 
know, and rejoice to know, that the Saviour 
is as much a minister now that he is in heaven, 
as he was while on earth. But while I believe 
this and boast of it, I wish you and myself to 
be feelingly alive to the wonders of the fact. 
I am anxious that the interesting truth should 
have the force of trutli upon oui \\ea.\\,&. "¥*«!•«, 
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when it is understood that the Saviour is 
still a minister, even in heaven, it is no 
easy matter to believe it. I mean, that it 
requires as great an effort of faith to credit 
this, as to believe, with the heart, the great 
mystery of godliness : for his ever living 
to intercede, although not a mystery, is a 
wonder of the same kind as his becoming incar- 
nate to die. You will be sensible of this if 
you consider the place in which his ministry 
is carried on. That place is the sanctuary, or 
the true tabernacle that the Lord pitched ; 
which is heaven. Hence it is said, he is set 
on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in the heavens. Now that is a seat of the 
highest rank and honour. Accordingly, it 
is said, *' Ood hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name above every name." And 
again, ** He hath set him at his own right 
hand in heavenly places, far above all princi- 
pality and power, and might and dominion.*' 
On hearing this, our thoughts naturally revert 
to his lowly condition whilst on earth : then 
his chief seat was a rock on the mount, and his 
only voluntary and avowed subjects a few 



illiterUe fiskenneii and obscure women. What 

3 contrast to this, is the eternal throne of tite 
universe, with tlie subjection of ali the annies 
of heaven to him ! But will not this height 

" high Chooghta," 
and divert liis mind from the inferior conucms 
of man? Will he not think us beneath hia 
Boticc, now that he is exalted so high 1 Tlus 
is the difficulty suggested by his exaltation ; 
and it increases, when you consider big su- 
preme authority on the throne. 

The right lisnd of Majesty ia the seat of 
universal authority. Accordingly, not only 
all beings are subject to Chdat, but all power 
ie in his hands. He not only sits upon tlie 
throne, but sways the sceptre over all worlds. 
He can, therefore, crush bis enemies at any 
moment, and avenge himself upon bis adver- 
saries. And as even his followers were onec 
bis foes, and are still prone to depart from him, 
will he not crush them too ! Or, if that be 
unlikely, is it likely he will employ his power 
in sustaining and consoling a few weak and 
imperftet adherents t The d\\'S\ca\t'j \ft«ea»» 



I 
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Still farther, when you consider his nearness to 
the Father. 

I mean nearness of place. Christ is at his 
-••right hand;" and, therefore, has for ever 
present to his view, the unveiled glories of the 
Father. He sees him '* as he is," in all the 
blaze of infinite excellence — ^in all the bloom 
of immortal glory. And will he — can he 
turn away for a moment from gazing on that 
" great sight," to look upon any creature, 
however lovely ? Compared with that sight, — 
cherubim and ■ seraphim, although glowing in 
the beauty of holiness, are unworthy of notice : 
how much more unworthy are we ! In look- 
ing upon the best of us, the Saviour must see 
deformity, defilement, and imperfection : must 
see faults and failures, which cannot but grieve 
and offend his holy soul* And, will he — can 
he look away from infinite perfection, to notice 
us ? Will he deny himself the pleasure of 
gazing on the light of his Father's countenance, 
to mark either the care or the seriousness 
which may sit on our countenance ? The dif- 
ficulty of believing this increases still, when 
you reflect upon the intimate and interesting 
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communion wliich he enjoys with the Majesty 
on high. He is not only near to the Father, 
but in close folio wship with him ; enjoying 
a full interchange of thoughts, feelings, and 
counsels. To the Son, the Eternal Mind is 
open in all its secrets, in all its purposes, in all 
its powers. He is in the bosom of the Father : 
and, what a scene of order, grandeur, and in- 
terest, must be unfolded there, during their 
mutual fellowship ! And will he — can he 
turn from all this, in any measure, to culti- 
vate communion with us ; with our cares, 
fears, sufferings, and temptations ? Can he 
waste a thought even, upon the love of man, 
enjoying as he does the entire confidence, the 
intense love, the eternal smiles of God ? 

Thus you perceive, even from these brief 
hints, that there is far more implied in the 
familiar fact of the Saviour's intercession in 
heaven, than is usually remembered or felt. 
Of course, it is not my object to dispute the 
feet itself, nor to create difficulties which 
would defeat the usefulness of it. No, indeed : 
my simple design, is, to lift your thoughts in 
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thrilling wonder and grartitnde to fhe beigiit 
of it ; to associate clear ideas with common 
words ; until we are fully aware c^ what we 
mean, when we speak of Christ interceding for 
us upon the throne. 

1 do not admire nor envy &eir Mth on tMi 
suhject, who find no difficulty in beHeving it. 
They must know little of the ministry of 
Christ in heaven, and have never grappled 
with its amazing wonders, if they have not 
been staggered by them. I do not mean stag- 
gered by infidel doubts ; but thrown into such 
solemn pauses of the mind, as he felt who ex- 
claimed, •* And will God in very deed dwell 
with man upon the earth ! The heaven of 
heavens cannot contain thee, — ^how much less 
this house which I have built ?*' This was not 
unbelief; but faith overwhelmed by the over- 
powering grandeur of its objects. And here 
is a grander object still : — ^the eternal Son of 
God seated upon the throne of the universe, 
serving as a minister ; ever living amidst the 
splendours and felicities of Godhead, and yet 
ever living to intercede for us! Efibrt, re- 
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^ated effort, is required to realize this fact, 
in the vividness of understanding, and in the 
vigour of faith. 

Having thus endeavoured to prepare you for 
appreciating duly the condescension of the 
Saviour in being still a minister, I now solicit 
your attention to the general character of that 
mediatorial ministry, which he exercises in 
heaven. 

It is a ministry of minute observation. For, 
in order to conduct it with effect, the Saviour 
has to notice the several conditions, characters, 
and cases, of all who pray in his name, and 
plead the merits of his blood. He has to 
search every heart, and to mark the exact 
frame of every mind, in all his churches. He 
has to examine all the varieties of trials, tempt- 
ations, and discouragements, which exercise 
all his people. This, at the very least* is ne- 
cessary, in order to present the prayers of each 
saint ; to take up the cause of each ; to regu- 
late the lot of each ; and in order to bestow 
grace to help, according to their several and 
diversified wants. His eye is, therefore, upon 
all who fear him. It is upon faithful ministers. 
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to mark what direction and strengtli they need 
in ' * rightly dividing * ' the word of life. It is upon 
godly parents, to notice what discretion and 
encouragement the^Tineedy in bringing up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. It is upon the lambs of his flock, to 
mark how they thrive in the green pastures of 
his church. It is upon the poor and afflicted 
amoDgst his people, to ascertain how they bear 
up, and what grace they require to help in 
time of need. It is upon his aged disciples, 
to notice the progress and pressure of their 
infirmities. It is upon his dying saints, to 
sustain them in the valley of the shadow of 
death. It is upon the widows and orphans of 
departed saints, to observe their lonely and 
trpnglot. It is in all the earth, beholding 
the evil and the good. This is one part of the 
Saviour's daily ministry : and whether you con- 
sider the vast and varied extent of this obser- 
vation, or connect it with the fact, that Gk>d in 
all the glory of his perfections is for ever before 
his eye, you must be sensible that such conde- 
scending notice passeth knowledge ; and must 
see how such love prolongs the New Song. 
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It is also a miniatry of tender sympatliy 
and compassion. The Saviour's eye affects 
liis heart ; for he is more than an attentive 
spectator of human affairs. He is afflicted in 
3ill the afflictions of his people, and touched 
with tJis feeling of their infirmities. In sur- 
veying the scene of their trials and tempta- 
tions, he allows himsplf to remember that " He 
was in all points tempted as they are." The 
sighs, tears, and unutterable groanings of the 
penitent and dupressed, awaken the recollec- 
tion of his own soul-exercise on earth. And 
that he might ever feel keenly for human 
woes, he wears continually human nature, and 
sits upon tbe throne In the very body which 
once ached, fainted, and died. How he com- 
bines in himself personal independence, with 
aoch relative sympathy, or how perfect happi- 
ness and fellow-feeling with the disconsolate 
harmoiuze in his mind, we cannot explain ; 
but we are expressly assured, that even upon 
the eternal throne, he cherishes all the melting 
emotions of sympathy and compassion. AW 
heaven see this great sight, and sing for ever, 
Worthy- Is the Lamb ! 
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It is a ministry of actual intercession. As 
the Saviour notices and feels every case, so 
he pleads the cause of all his people ; appear- 
ing in the presence of God for them, as their 
surety, advocate, and representative. In this 
part of his mediatorial work, he follows up, 
closely and constantly, the ministry of the 
Eternal Spirit. The moment a sinner is 
hrought to believe with the heart unto righte- 
ousness, the Saviour takes up his cause as his 
own, claims that sinner's justification, and 
brings him off acquitted. Nor does his inter- 
cession end here : all who believe become a 
praying people, who call upon God while they 
live. Their wants and weakness bring them 
often to the throne of grace. Their daily sins 
and short comings bring them daily to ^besr 
knees. And, as even their prayers could not 
be accepted on their own account, the Saviour 
has to present Ihem on his own censer of in- 
cense. Thus he has to listen unto the prayers 
of all saints ; and not only to listen, but also 
to discriminate, and to judge what petitions 
should or should not be presented : to select 
such as are agreeable to the Divine willj and 
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to obtain pardon for those askings winch are 
" amiss." And then, this part of his ministry 
is perpetual : he ever liyes to intercede, and 
always follows np the prayers of his peo^e, 
whether stated or occasi<Hial, whether ottered 
in words or breathed in silent ejacnlation : for 
as there are not stated times at which only he 
is their Advocate, his ear mnst be for ever 
open to their cry. Neither his ear nor his 
heart ever shuts against the voice of fervent 
supplication. Should I weary you by this 
minuteness, I will forgive any impatience to- 
wards myself^ if you will only think, how won- 
derful the Saviour's patience must be in not 
wearying of such a ministiy as this ; for, how- 
ever minute I am, I cannot touch a thousandth 
part of its extent or variety. Heaven can 
Ivixdly embrace it all in the New Song. 

It is a ministry of active benevolence. He 
noticea, intercedes, and feels for his people, 
4hat he may supply all their wants, according 
to his riches in glory. He would not present 
their prayers if answers could not be given ; 
4Uid f^ all things necessary for life and godli- 
SiCBB Mre giren, of course lie \ias \x> co\sixssqx£l- 
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cate the blessings from his own fulness : and, 
what a variety and continnanoe of engage- 
ments, this distribution must create fbr him 1 
Here, fbr ever, are the blind to be enlightened, 
and the perplexed to be guided: here, fur 
ever, the fallen are to be raised, and the weak 
to be strengthened : here, for ever, the timid 
to be encouraged, and the trembling to be 
soothed: here, for ever, the tempted to be 
succoured, and the afflicted to be sustained. 
Thus wide, unbounded, and varied is the field 
of his ministerial labour. In fact, there is no 
end to the duties <^ Ms ministry. Both the 
lot and the character of his flock, fiimish occa- 
sion for perpetual interference and effort on his 
part : for as no spiritual blessings come by 
chance, but are all in his hands, his hands 
must be for ever full of labour as well as of 
power. 

It is a ministry of special providential ma- 
nagement. He has to order and adapt the lot 
of each believer to his peculiar character ; so 
that all his people may be kept in that precise 
condition, which is best for their souls. He 
has to judge, when changes and trials are 
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neccsKtuy iii their lot, and to take n 
for bringing them about in the best way. He 
baa to notiire when trials have produced the 
desired effect, and to make arrangementa for 
removing them. He has not only to prepare 
ttie furnace in which he purifies bis saints, but 
also to sit by it, preventing from being con- 
sumed every thing but tbc dross of tlieir cha- 
racter. And, beside all this, he lias for ever to 
superintend and direct the general interests of 
his church ; by raising up a succession of 
faithful ministers, by overthrowing the obsta- 
clea which impede tlie spread of the gospel, by 
opening new doors of entrance into the heathen 
world, and by overruling all national events 
for the advancement of his own cause. All 
creatures, all things in beavcn, earth, and hell, 
he has power to guide and govern, along the 
line of the eternal purposes, and of the ancient 
prophecies. 

Iinay, I suppose, stop now: bytiiis time you 
are convinced, that bis high office is no sine- 
cure ; and tliat, if the Saviour's sufferings 
ended when he sat down at the right hand of 
God, hia ijiboura were only bc^towj,. "W-a-v 
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then, is the lively and everlasting interest^ 
which the Saviour himself takes in the fruits of 
his own atonement. Its application and tri-. 
umphs on earth, ahsorh him in heaven. WelH 
therefore, may that which entrances and fixes 
his infinite mind, engross and enrapture for 
ever all the armiea of heaven. Xo. wonder, 
they rest not day or night in adoring the Lamh 
slain, seeing the Lamh himself never wearies 
in watching over those for whom he was 8lain% 
Bring hefore your minds again, the ideas 
suggested hy the hints thrown out, upon the 
general character of the Saviour*s ministry; 
and, amongst other things which occurred to 
your thoughts, was the fact, that for the effec- 
tive exercise of such a ministry, the minister 
of the true tabernacle must be truly God. 
Such universal observ^ion could not be car- 
ried on by a finite being ; nor such sympathy 
felt, nor such influence exerted, nor such 
power managed by any created natuxe% The 
mere height of such exaltation, as the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, would either 
overpower a finite mind, or so fascinate it, that 
it could think of nothing else ; attend to nor 
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tiling else. Such a variety of engagements, 
and each so important, wonld confuse and dis- 
taact the highest archangel. Indeed, were the 
•are and labour portioned out amongst all the 
■imies of heaven, even they would be inade- 
qaate to the duties of such a ministry. Hear- 
■■g all eaints, feeling for all, helping all, guid- 
ing all, guarding all, is a task, to which infl- 
aite wisdom and universal power alone are 
equal. I appeal to your common sense : is 
aot supreme Divinity essential to such a 
try as the Saviour carries on ? The e: 
of it implies omniscience as the first te- 
qnisitc, and omnipotence for the second : 
qualities incommunicable, from their very na- 

Another idea suggested by the place and 
character of the Saviour's ministry is, that 
nothing but equality with the Father will 
Bccoimt for the Son being able to maintain 
communion with the Father, and to discharge 
the duties of his priesthood at the same time. 
The very moment he sat down at the right 
fcand of the Majesty on liigh, he entered on a 
the datiea of his ministry. "MVat 1 
Q 3 
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could have done, to wbom the place or the 
work was new. Such nearness to new and 
ineffahle glory, must have absorbed all his 
attention for ages, had he been a stranger to 
it until then. Had that been his first appear.* 
ance upon the throne, or his first intercourse 
with unveiled Deity, it is utterly inconceiva- 
ble that he could attend to any thing else. A 
finite nature, if not overpowered by the open 
vision of infinite glory, must have been wholly 
taken up in admiring and adoring it. And as 
God would always be increasingly interesting 
to such a being, no length of time could lessen 
the first efiects of sitting down with Him upon 
the throne. But the Saviour sat down there 
with perfect composure from the first ; and 
continued to sit there, without ever being 
diverted from his ministry by the presence of 
God ; or from the enjoyment of God, by his 
ministry. Why ? The glories of the Father 
were neither new nor incomprehensible to him : 
he had been in his bosom from eternity ; and, 
therefore, returned to it, as to his familiar 
home and native element. He has all Divine 
perfections in himself; and therefore sits at 
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the right hand of Majesty, with e^ual com* 
posure and activity. 

The truth of these remarks, as they bear 
upon the Divinity of the Saviour, may be con- 
£rmed by a proof which lies moie upon the 
very surface of the eternal throne. By plac- 
ing his Son there, and making him partake of 
\all its honours, the Father lias left nothing to 
distinguish himself from the Son, except name 
and of&ce. He occupies no higher place, and 
receives no higher worship, than the Son. 
Now, an equal place on the eternal throne im- 
plies equal persons : joint honours in heaven, 
imply a joint title and nature. If, therefore, 
before his ascension, any darkness rested upon 
the declaration, " I and my Father are one ;" 
when he ascended, it disappeared entirely, 
because he took his seat and share, where 
created beings never sat ; for ** unto which of 
the angels said God at any time, Sit thou at 
my right hand V* 

On this subject, I am fonder of appealing to 
common sense than to critical skill : and here 
I do so with triumph ; for is it not self-evi- 
dent, that if the Son were inieiioi \.o xJa^^^^^'^ 
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in nature^ it would ap^pear to a certainty ia 
heaven, where the Father appears in all hift 
^ory? Bttt, whM Ib the &ct? The Son 
enjoys the same rank Mid reverenee in hearen ; 
and that so entbrely^ that there is literally 
nothing but name and office to distbgoiah 
^em. That throne, whieh is the symbol o£ 
tmiversal supremacy, is the common seat ef 
both ; and those songs, whic^ celebrate €k)d>- 
head, are addressed equally to God and the 
Lamb. I therefore ask, what is ^lere in hea- 
ven to ttiark inequfdity between the Father 
and the Son ? Whoever answeta from the 
Bible, must say, '* There is nothmg." 

But while I thus pause to bring pracff of 
the Saviour's Godhead out of his ministry, i 
must pause too, to brii^ out of it proofe of the 
excellence and efficacy of his atonement ! ! 
Now, he took his seat upon the throne, in the 
very capacity he hung upon the cross ; — as a 
Mediator ! Accordingly, he aj^ears there as 
** the Lamb slain !'' But this would not be, 
had his atonement been imperfect ; for (I pray 
you mark) he is in the " midst of that 
throne*' from which the eternal law issued, and 



in^ 



l>y which it is sustained : in the midst of that 
throne, of which "justice ancl judgment are 
the habitation ;" circunoataoces whicli would 
prevent the sitting down of any laediutor who 
bad not iaUy satisfied both law and justice, 
But on that throne lie rests, as the laercy- 
seat did on the ark of the covenant ; his bow 
of peace is aroujid it, as the cloud of glory 
was above the mercy-seat ; and, before him, 
righteousness and peace embrace, like the 
blended cherubim upon the ark. Thus, upon 
the very throne, the thunders of which should 
burst against mc, I see a reigning Saviour ; a 
reconciling God ; a regenerating Spirit ; a free 
and sure refuge ! Now I can explain to my* 
self both his ability and his willingness for that 
ministry which he exercises in heaven. lie ii 
God, and titerefore eq^ual to all its duties. Hs 
is the I^amh that was slain, and therefore foiHl.fl 
of aU its duties ; for although iuiiiiitely woOi^l 
derful, it is not unnatural, that he should live 
for those he so laved cm to die for. He that 
poured out his soul unto death for his people, 
is not mUiJcely to pour out all the fulness of 
Jbj» Godhead and Iiumanity m oA^aol ^^wv^a^ 
''V, kiadaeis, and protection. 
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These realising remembtanees of the Sii- 
▼iour's place and emplojment in heaveOy mil 
explain to you still fiofther, the New Bong it- 
self, and espedaUy its perpetoitjr* No >in>ndet 
tiiat all in heayen serve him ** day and n%ht 
without weariness," seeing He n&ver sltmibets 
nor sleeps. Well may they ever lire to sing> 
keeing He erev Ureth to fnteieed<s ! How could 
they weary of what is for ever new and inter- 
esting to Emmatniel himself f Hius, their 
song is not mote constant than his intercession. 
Anodier eitplanati(»i oJT its pofpetuky may 
he found) if wanted, in the equally suUime 
£ict, that the Fatb^r neter wearies in hearing 
or answering the prayers whieh that interees* 
sion sanctifies. He too *^ rests in his love** 
to iredemptioa and the Redeetner. His be^^ 
&evolenc<& finds its chief field; his comj^a'' 
cency its gr&nd cenitre; his glory its niost 
cherished tribute, in the triumphs of the cross^ 

And the Eternal ^irit ! What an absorb^ 
ittg interest He takes in glorifying Christ as the 
Lamb slain. He too never wearies of carrying 
on by power i that redemption whidi ihe Son 
obtained by price. His work, although mvLck 
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the same on all hearts, in all ages, presents no 
sameness to Him, that at all lessens his de voted- 
ness to it, or his delight in it. Thus, if all 
around the throne never weary, all upon the 
throne for ever live, to conduct redemption as 
their highest glory and joy. 



No. X. 

THE RELATIVE APPEALS OF THE NEW SONG, 

** Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify 
thy name ? for thou only art holy. All na- 
tions shall come and worship before thee." This 
is the question asked, — the hope expressed by 
those who stand on ** the sea of glass,*' sing- 
ing, before the throne, the song of the Lamb. 
Having seen God as he is, — and heaven as it 
is ; and remembering the inseparable con- 
nexion between devotion and inheriting the 
kingdom of God, the redeemed in glory na- 
turally ask, ** Who would not fear and glorify 
thy name ?" This is a question which even 
devotional men on earth, are constrained to 
utter in the fulness of their hearts, when in the 
closet, the family, or the sanctuary, their souls 
are happy in prayer, and cheered by commu- 
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vaon with God. Tiieii, the happiness is so 
great, the enjoyment so exquisite, the exercise 
so Boothing, that, for the time, they can hardly 
conceive how any one should be averse to 
prayer, or reluctant to seek the Divine 
favour. " Wlio would not fear thee, O Lord ?" 
is the language of the Christian, when feeling 
the benefit and blessedness of worshipping his 
God. He thinks, that, if he could only tell 
his enjoyment, all who heard of it would hasten 
to the throne of grace, to obtain similar hap- 
piness. Thus David, when satisfied and 
cheered with the love of God, thought that it 
must have equal charms for all men. " How 
excellent is thy loving- kindness, O God ! 
therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings," That loving- 
kindness was so excellent, that the good man 
could not conceive how any man should not be 
equally pleased with it. 

Now, if the views and experience of it on 
earth, have this tendency, and naturally pro- 
duce this temper, how much more must 
heavenly views and experience i 
temper of mind. They do. 
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raptured by the unveiled glories of Jehovah 
on the throne ; by the radiant scenes and per- 
fect bliss of Eternity ; and swallowed up in the 
enjoyments of heaven, the redeemed can hardly, 
imagine that there should be a prayerless or 
careless person on earth. " Who would not 
fear thee, O Lord V* is their joint exclamation : 
and, like David, their joint hope is, '* All na- 
tions shall come and worship before thee." 

Such being the opinion and hope of the 
saints in glory, in reference to all men, we may 
fairly, because naturally, suppose that they 
feel all this most deeply in reference to their 
own relatives and friends, whom they left on 
earth. The recollection of them is, of course, 
the most vivid and tender of all the earthly 
remembrances, which the saints cherish in 
heaven. Parting with parents, or partner,, 
or children, was the last and the hardest strug-^ 
gle of their parting spirit. And, as there is no 
reason, nor the shadow of a reason, to suspect 
that glorified spirits forget those who were 
near and dear on earth, it is only natural and 
proper to suppose, that, on these endeared re- 
latives, their thoughts are chiefly fixed, when. 
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charmed themselves by the glories of Goil, 
they exclaim, " Who would not fear thee ? 
My parent, my partner, my cliildren, will not, 
Burely, refuse. All my family will come and 
worship before thee." 

That 3uch hopes are cherished in heaven by 
the spirits of just men made perfect, is more 
than probable ; for if they remember those 
they left behind, it would not be perfection of 
character to feel indifferent about them ; and, 
to feel conccrnedi^nd yet have no hope, is in- 
compatible with perfect enjoyment : at least, 
so long as their relatives are in " the place of 
hope ;" for, while there, it would be wrong not 
to hope the best. On this ground, therefore, 
I solemnly assume the sublime and sweet idea, 
that those endeared spiritii, whom our hopes 
realize as standing on the sea of glass, singing 
the New Song, and triumphing iu the presence 
of Qod, often say, in reference to us — " Who 
shall not fear thee, O Lord ? Surely my i*» i 
ther, my mother, will ; surely my husband^jH 
my wife will ; surely my son, my daughttf^B 
trill ; surely my brother, my sister will. All 
of ibeae must surely come exii. vm^isr^ \tSsiVi 
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thee.**^ Yes, our gionfied friends, as they look 
on God as he is, glorious in holiness and rich 
in merey unto all that call o& him, cannot 
conceive thai we should neglect or delay to 
seek an interest in his favour* As they look 
on the Lamh diain, altogether lovely, and ahle 
tO' save to the very utteimoet, they cannot 
eofieeive how we should not lay hold on him 
for eternal life, and cleave to him during this 
life. As they look to the Holy Spirit, in all 
his convertmg and sanctifying power, thsy 
cannot imagine how we should resist or grieve 
him. Wherever they look in heaven, espwns 
of glory £md palms: of victory, — throne» of 
light, and mansions of rest,—- scenes of im- 
mortal beauty and society of immaculate love- 
liness, compel the exclamation, ** Who would 
not fear thee, O Lord ?" 

In ascribing this emotion to perfect spirits, 
I put it on the solid ground that it would ar- 
gue imperfection, not to feel thus. I do not, be 
it understood, imagine them as reasoning upon 
the probability oi the hopes they cherish, but 
upon the duty, the propriety, and importance, 
of our fearing their God, loving their Saviour, 
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submitting to their Sanctifier. And, as these are 
known in their grace, and heaven in its glory, 
by us, it is the very perfection of glorified 
spirits to wish and hope, that God in Christ 
should be dear to all men, and especially to 
their own endeared £unilie8. 

The ground of my argument is, that the 
more any being knows and enjoys the grace 
and glory of the Divine character, the more he 
must feel the rational importance of fearing 
that God : the more he must wish all men to 
fear him. It is, therefore, Meetly from the 
sublime and inspiring views which spirits have 
of God and the Lamb, of salvation and glory, 
that I conclude that they can think of nothing 
human, so much as of the duty and interest of 
men to embrace them ; for, whatever a spirit 
in heaven may recollect of our excuses or re- 
luctance in the matter, it is motally impossible, 
in the presence of Gt)d, to hold them other- 
wise than as trifling. We ourselves feel them 
to be so at times, and wonder why we should 
yield to them. And it is from an overpower- 
ing sense of the senselessness and sinfulness 
of all neglect and delay in religiou, VXikSsX %2Asi(.% 

r3 
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and angels exclaim^ " Who shall not fear thee, 
OLord?" 

I would not have the appeal I am about to 
make defeated or weakened by any suspicion 
of its scriptural truth, or argumentative jus^ 
tice. It may be unusual, but it is not un- 
scriptural, in the light it is now placed. If, 
however, any doubt of this remain, I remind 
you that, even in hell, family solicitude is felt. 
Luke xvi. 27, 28. If a jeprobate spirit fed 
thus, need I say, that the spirits of just men 
made perfect cherish fond wishes and hopes in 
behalf of their father's house, and their bre- 
thren ? And, accordingly, they are represented 
by Paul as "a great cloud of witnesses," 
looking down from heaven upon our earthly 
pilgrimage. My point being thus established, 
I propose to consider the appeal as the lan- 
guage of holy astonishment, on the part of 
glorified spirits. " Who shall not fear thee, O 
Lord 1 " as if they had said, It is astonishing 
that any one should neglect to fear and glorify 
God! 

And it really is astonishing, however com- 
mon the neglect be : we ourselves are amazed 
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at it wlien we pause to reflect. Not all the 
bustle and cares of lifo, can then hide from us 
the folly of neglecting godliness, it is ao very 
glaring. We even see, at times, that our ex- 
cuses for evading the claims of God, are, in 
fact, reasons, strong reasons, for immediately 
complying with them. And thoy arc so. 
Have yoii much to do ? The more need yon 
have of the hope of salvation to sweeten your 
labour. Have you much to think of? The 
more need you have of the Divine wisdom to 
direct your thoughts. Have you much to 
struggle with ? The more need you have of 
grace to strengthen and uphold you. Yes ; to 
none is the religion of the Bible more adapted, 
and to none should it be more endeared, 
than to those who have much to do, and to 
suffer in the world. The hope of salvation 
through Christ, connected with habits of piety, 
is the very thing for them ; just what they 
need, in order to enable them to do and endure 
the will of God in their lot. It is, therefore, 
truly astonishing, that all men, and especiaJly 
those who must work hard and bear much, 
should not fear and woiahip Goi. W \^ "Cfts; 
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height of folly to neglect this. They are their 
own enemies who neglect it : for, in doing so, 
they are throwing open their business to the 
frowns of Providence, their families to the 
curse of God, and their souls to the wrath to 
come. Now, if this be not astonishing infatu- 
ation, there is nothing amazing in human guilt 
or folly. But the truth is, we ourselves are 
shocked at our own infatuation, whenever it is 
broughtfairly home to us ; and become ashamed, 
even of the excuses which we have used long- 
est, and paraded loudest. Something of this 
is felt now. 

Well, therefore, may glorified spirits feel 
astonished at human neglect of Divine things, 
now that they see and enjoy eternal things in 
heaven. In God, they see nothing but inspir- 
ing and immortal reasons, for all men fearing 
and serving him : in the Lamb, nothing but 
irresistible and captivating reasons for all men 
loving and following him: in their celestial 
engagements, nothing but sublime motives for 
acquiring them on earth : in their perfect and 
perpetual enjoyments, nothing but glorious 
inducements to seek first the kingdom of hea- 



veil. No wonder, therefore, if it be wonderful 
to them, tliat any man should be unaffected 
and undecided by that which fills all heaven 
with rapture and happiness. 

For, granting that the glorified spirits of 
vhom we are now thinking, and cannot help 
thinking of, have not forgotten their own con- 
duct while on earth ; granting that they retain 
a distinct recoUccdon of all the worldly ex- 
cuses which, at one time, diverted theiu from 
salvation and the service of God, do you not 
see, that exactly in proportion as they remem- 
ber these excuses, tliey must despise them 
also, and be ed ashamed of them, as not to 
allow them, in our case, to prevent astonish- 
ment on their part? You cannot imagine for 
a moment, that the dear spirit in glory, nhoiu 
you fondly think is thinking of you, and hop- 
ing to welcome you to heaven ; you cannot 
imagine that spirit saying, or thinking, that it 
wUl be no wonder if your trials, struggles, and 
cares in life, render religion, in your ease, im- 
possible. You cannot suppose that spirit mak- 
ing up its mind, not to espeet you in heaven, 
because of ifbat you have to &a on coifCct. 
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No; you perceive at a glance, that, to the 
mind you are thinking of. aU your trials must 
appear reasons why you should choose his God 
for your God, and his portion for your portion. 
Astonishment must, therefore, pervade the 
bosom of the blessed, if those they love, and 
long for, neglect the great salvation ; for they 
see, they feel, its greatness filling all the soul ; 
expanding over all the range of immortality, 
and stretching, unbroken, through eternity. 
Seeing as they see, and enjoying as they en- 
joy, they .must feel amazed if we are indifferent. 
Let it not be said, in answer to this, that 
we cannot be expected to feel the worth of 
eternal things, as our glorified friends do. Of 
course, we cannot be so sensible as they are, 
either of the vanity of this world, or the value 
of the world to come. But that is not the 
question. The real question is. Can we learn 
these lessons, so as to become wise unto salva- 
tion ? Can we adopt those principles and 
habits, which led our friends to glory ? Can 
we choose their foundation for our hopes, and 
their religion for our law ? That is the point. 
Now we have all the advantages which they 
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enjoyed; the same warrant, the same welcome, 
the same motives, to come to Christ and to 
cleave to him. And, knowing this, and know- 
ing too how they fonnd grace to decide and 
keep them, — they must feel astonished, if we 
are not seeking grace as they did. 

O, were the spirit you love best to descend 
from its mansion in glory, to your house on 
earth, consternation would burst out upon the 
bloom of its immortality, if it found you 
spending your leisure moments in pondering 
only on your cares ; in speaking only of earthly 
things ; in going through a mere form of 
religion ; or hurrying over prayer without 
heart, or seriousness. Yes, that spirit would 
say, '^ I am astonished, that you, so loved and 
longed for as you are ; that you who think so 
often of me, should think so seldom and slightly 
of that Saviour to whom I owe all my happi- 
ness. Why do you not give your heart fully 
to him ? how can you resist his love and trifle 
with his blood? Had I done so, I should 
have been in hell at this moment, and through 
eternity." Such is the appeal a glorified spirit 
would make to all men, and es^^c^a^^ ^.^ ^^ 
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members of his own family. This leads me 
to consider the appeal as the language of fond 
solicitude, on the part of spirits in heaven — 
in behalf of those they have left on earth ; 
** Who shall not fear thee, O Lord ? all nations 
shall come and worship before thee." They can- 
not bear the painful idea, that any should not 
come. They wish all to come, and therefore 
hope that they will come. 

Do they then flatter themselves ? it may be 
said ; do they not know better than expect any 
such general turning unto the Lord? If I 
were not anxious to prevent the least evasion 
of the appeals I have made, I would not pause 
to answer this objection. But I wish them to 
be felt ; and, therefore, I start whatever objec- 
tion is likely to occur to you. Now, in ascrib- 
ing fond hope and tender solicitude to glo- 
rified spirits, I do so in the very sense in 
which the prophets melted with tenderness, 
and triumphed with hope, when they pre- 
dicted the gathering of all nations to Christ 
Were they flattering themselves ? Christ him- 
self said, " And I, if I be lifted up, will draw 
all men uuto me.'* Was he flattering himself? 
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He knew whatever limitation is included in 
this language ; but that did not prevent him 
firom expressing hope. And as to solicitude 
for souls, I have shown you that, even in hell. 
Besides, why should the blessed not cherish 
hope ? They themselves have been saved 
entirely by grace ; and from all that they 
know of themselves or of grace, they must be 
aware that any one may be saved, on the 
same principle. Whatever they may know of 
the temper, the character, the habits, or the 
heart of those they long for, they must also 
know that the blood of Christ is effectual, and 
the grace of God free. It is therefore as credi- 
table to their understanding, as to their heart, 
to feel the deepest solicitude on behalf of those 
they loved. The Saviour himself cherishes 
this fine emotion upon the throne; and the 
joy which fills angelic bosoms when one sin- 
ner repents, is a proof that angels love and long 
for the repentance of sinners. Having thus 
mentioned the solicitude felt by the Saviour 
in behalf of sinners, it is only by doing violence 
to my own feelings of propriety, that I renew 
the appeal I have begun : £ox viVvaX. ^\^ 'Owe; 
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claims, the recollections, or the wishes of the 
dearest spirit in glory, compared with the 
beseeching love of the Lamb slain? What 
is bringing before you those you have lost, 
compared with beseeching you in Christ's 
stead to be reconciled into God ? Nothing. 

** Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all." 

And yet, I am not doing wrong, while em- 
ploying the influence which the memory of the 
dead has over the living, as means of winning 
souls to Christ. It is, perhaps, unusual to 
make a full and free appeal to the heart, from 
this sacred and tender ground ; but just be- 
cause it is so sacred, and so tender, I venture 
upon it, convinced that God has thus conse- 
crated it, just that it might be occupied by his 
ministers, and made subservient to the great 
end of their ministry. Not, oh not! that I 
would re-open the wounds of the heart, or give 
a new edge to the sense of bereavement ; but 
that I would touch the heart where it is ten- 
derest, and thus associate with its melting 
emotions, the grand truths of the gospel. 
Now God has said, that ** no man dieth for 
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himself.'' There is a purpose beyond hiraBelf, 
to answer by the death of a Christian. It is 
intended to make an impression upon others, 
either by warning them of their mortality, or 
by forming new links between their hearts and 
heaven. Well, if this be intended any where, 
of course it is so nhicfly in the family from 
which a Christian is removed. There, the 
impression should be most deep and abiding, 
because there the loss is most fel^. 

Now such losses we have all had to deplore ; 
let us, therefore, try to turn them to spiritual 
advantage, and thus to meet the design of God, 
We have reason to believe that the spirits of 
our glorified relatives feci solicitous for our 
salvation ; and, whatever else we feel, wc 
desire to meet them in heaven, and to spend 
our eternity in their company. It is natural 
to wish this : it is impossible not to desire it. 
All the heart swells up to welcome the sweet ' 
hope. Oh that the heart yearned, thus, to 
welcome that Saviour by whom alone the hope 
can be realized. But, alas, it does not. It 
shrinks back from hitn ; averse to liis service, 
and cold to bis aalvatioti, ^ow ftiis *\a.lja cS. 
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mind must be conquered ; must be changed ; 
and, what so likely to check it, as pausing 
solemnly to ask, — How would the spirit who 
longs for me in heaven, look and feel, could 
that spirit see me trifling with the Saviour 
whom he loves supremely ; shunning the throne 
of grace, by which he rose to the throne of 
glory ; making little me of the means by which 
he obtained grace; neglecting the duties by 
which he made his calling and election sure ; 
indulging the tempers which he was nK)st 
afraid of? Oh, he could not, she could not, 
look on this without pain ; without saying, 
** Ah ! my parent, my partner, my child, my 
brother, my sister ! this is not what I expected 
from you, after my death. I hoped better 
things of you, when I was dymg in your arms. 
Then I thought, from your tears and serious- 
ness, that you had chosen my God as your 
God and portion for ever and ever* I saw 
that you would never foiget me, and hoped 
that you would never forget the Saviour, who 
did so much for me. I saw that your only 
consolation in giving me up, was your assur- 
ance that I was going to heaven ; and I flat- 
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tered myself that, on my account, as well as 
your own, you would not neglect to seek first 
the kingdom of heaven. But you have not : 
you have sadly, sinfully, forgotten and neg- 
lected, not me, but my God, my Saviour, my 
portion* Oh, by your hopes of meeting me 
in glory ; by the horrors of eternal separation, 
do not trifle longer : remain not undecided in 
principle or character!'* Thus, the spirit 
dearest to you in glory, would plead and 
implore, were he, or she, allowed to address 
the undecided and delaying. 

Having thus considered the appeal as the 
language of holy astonishment and tender soli- 
citude, I would now bring it under your notice, 
as the language of encouragement and com- 
mendation, to fear and glorify God. Who 
would not? This appealing question &om 
heaven to earth proceeds on the fact, that all 
have the opportunity of fearing and glorifying 
God. And this is the fact, whatever any one 
may fancy to the contrary. The poorest, the 
busiest, the most tried, have abundant oppor- 
tunity for attending to the salvation and service 

s3 
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of God, For, true religion is not something 
\<rbich takes a mother out of her family, or a 
father away from his business, or a servant 
from her work. It is not a tax on our time^ 
nor a hinderance to our duties or interests ; for 
what real interest could the fear of God hinder 
or injure ? Not your business ; for it would 
bring the blessing of God on your industry : 
not your families ; for the curse of God is de- 
nounced against the families who call not on 
his name. 

Glorified spirits in heaven understand this 
fully, and therefore exclaim, " Who shall not 
fear thee ?" And bear in mind, those who said 
so in the hearing of John, came out of great 
tribulation. The greater part of them had 
feared God in deep poverty, and glorified him 
in the fires of martyrdom. They remember 
this ; and knowing that they managed to unite 
piety with suiFering, and devotion with dili- 
gence, they feel sure, that we have the oppor- 
tunity of doing so too, and appeal to us 
accordingly. And they can appeal with a good 
conscience : for many of them had to forsake 
all to follow Christ ; whereas we have only to 
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forsake sin, sloth, and evil habits ; to forsake 
nothing that is really creditable or useful to us« 
The appealing question proceeds on the 
fact, that ability to fear and glorify God is 
obtainable by alL Without ability, opportu- 
nity, however great, would be useless. Now, 
although we have not ability by nature, we 
may obtain it by grace ; for, in all things 
wherein man cannot help himself, God has 
provided abundant help, which is always 
forthcoming in answer to prayer. We are^ 
naturally and morally, unable to atone for 
our sins ; and, therefore, no atonement is de- 
manded from us : but a free pardon is of- 
fered to all who rely on the atonement of 
Christ. We are unable to change or sanctify 
our own hearts ; and, therefore, the Holy Spirit 
is promised to do so to them who ask him. 
We are unable to persevere in the ways of 
God; and, therefore, the power of God is 
pledged to keep, unto the end, all the follow- 
ers of Christ. We are unable to turn unto 
the Lord with all our heart; and, therefore, 
we are allowed to apply to God, prayings 
** Turn tbovL me, and 1 sbaW >ae \.\XTiift^.'^ 
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Now, of the ampleness, freeness, and suffi- 
ciency of this provided and promised mercy 
and grace, glorified spirits have had ample ex- 
peiience ; and knowing that the provision is 
still open and free to all who ask, they appeal 
to every one, "Who shall not fear God?" 
All may; for all can, hy asking for needful 
grace to help. 

Weigh the appeal. The glorified Romans 
say, "We were justified by faith in Christ; 
you are not guiltier.*' The glorified Ephe- 
sians, " We were quickened by the Holy 
Spirit ; you were not more dead in sin." The 
glorified Corinthians, " We were washed and 
sanctified ; you are not viler." The glorified 
Colossians, " We were reconciled by the blood 
of Christ ; you are not greater enemies in 
your minds." Thus the cloud of witnesses 
cry down from their thrones, " The blood of 
Christ cleanseth from all sin ; the Spirit of 
Christ from all iniquity ; ask, and ye shall 
receive ; seek, and find." The appealing ques- 
tion is founded on the fact, that fearing and 
glorifying God on earth, are sure to be fol- 
lowed by the soul being glorified by God in 
heaven. 
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We have seen that the fear of God in the 
heart, is favourable to all our best interests in 
this world, and in the world to come it will be 
crowned with glory, honour, immortality, and 
eternal life. Thus they found it to be, who 
appeal to us from heaven ; and, being in hea- 
ven, how can they but appeal to us ? Every 
thing kindles and compels the queation> Wha 
shall not fear and glorify God? Wherever 
glorified spirits look, the question is forced 
from them. They cannot be silent in heaven 
on this point. The glories of the eternal 
throne, when the Godhead is unveiled, say. 
Cry ! All the fountains of living water on the 
hills of immortality, and the river of life, say, 
Cry ! All the mansions, crowns, and harps 
of glory say, Cry ! All the bright hierarchy of 
angels and archangels, cherubim and sera- 
phim, say to the spirits of " just men," Cry * 
cry down from your thrones to your posterity 
and species on earth. Who shall not fear and 
glorify the God who freely bestows eternal 
glory ! 



No. XI. 

ON ETERNAL REDEMPTION. 

The scriptural history of redemption isy that 
in order to save men from the punishment and 
the pollution of sin, the Eternal Son of God 
became incarnate, and was crucified, and thus 
glorified the righteousness of the law by his 
life, and satisfied the claims of justice by his 
death. Now, this is a fact, so amazing and 
magnificent — so solemn and mysterious, that 
it compels a thoughtful man to pause and ask, 
Is sin then such an evil as to require such an 
atonement as the blood of Emmanuel ? There 
is, indeed, much sin in the world ; but, could 
it not have been both pardoned and removed 
by something less than the sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God? 

This difficulty is chiefly felt, when we con- 
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nect the necessity of his sacrifice with the first 
sin. To us, the guilt seems so little, and the 
atonement so great, that, at first, we do not see 
the proportion between them. Nor is it at 
once that we see, so as to feel it deeply, how 
our own sins should require such an atone- 
ment. We see clearly in the Bible, that all the 
hope given to Adam, or to ourselves, is 
founded upon that atonement; but why it 
should be so, is not so self-evident. Some, 
who have felt this difficulty, have so given 
way to it, as to deny that any such atonement 
was made or wanted. But, consider the ne- 
cessity for redemption being by the blood of 
Emmanuel. The grand and final object of re- 
demption is, eternal holiness and happiness in 
heaven. Hence it is called eternal redemp- 
tion : that is, eternal deliverance from all sin 
and suffering. 

Now, the real question is, What could secure 
this everlasting deliverance from all guilt, and 
all misery ? It may be very easy to show how 
we could be made better than we are, and 
happier than we are, at a less expense than 
the sacrifice of Christ ; but it \a 'vki^q^^^^^ 'vsi 
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show how we could he made eternally holy, or 
eternally happy» hy any other means. 

God could, no doubt, hy an act of mere 
power, make us as perfect as Adam, or as 
angels, at their creation. That, however, 
would he no security for our remaining/or ever 
perfect. Human perfection did not last long^ 
even in paradise. Even angelic perfection did 
not last long in the heaven of heavens. Satan 
and his angels sinned, and fell, even there. It 
is, therefore, self-evident that something is 
wanted, in order to secure eternal hliss, more 
effectual than all the effulgence of all the cre- 
ated and uncreated glories of heaven. Neither 
heing in heaven, nor like heaven, kept angels 
from hecoming devils. 

Tell me not, therefore, about what know- 
ledge can do ; or what example can do ; or 
what power can do : they have all been tin- 
done^ by those who had them all in perfection. 
Unless, therefore, this undoing is to go on 
through all eternity, there must be something 
done for man, which cannot be undone by 
man, nor ever lose its power over him. That 
something is, the influence of the death of 
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Christ. This is the magnet which ivill make 
all right, and keep all right, in hearen for ever 
and ever. 

This necessity is self-evident, from the cha- 
racter and design of the eternal law. The 
substance of that law is, supreme love to God, 
and impartial love to each other. Thus it is 
good, and its tendency good. It will, there- 
fore, be the royal law of heaven through eter- 
nity. Obedience to it will be the everlasting 
bond of union between God and man, and the 
immutable safeguard of all the happiness in 
the universe. 

Now one grand object of redemption is, to 
enthrone this law in our hearts, for eternal 
dominion; or to bring us so under its holy 
and sweet authority, that it shall never be 
broken, forgotten, or resisted. Without such 
eternal subjection to the Divine law, there 
could be no eternal happiness even in heaven. 
Ceasing to love God, or to love each other, 
would break up heaven, or lead to expulsion 
from it. Now the real question is. What 
could secure to the law an eternity of perfect 
and cheerful obedience *? An^ 'w^ Vxva^ ^^ 
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nothing, human or Divine, that could secure 
it, hut the moral influence of the hlood of 
Christ in the hearts of the redeemed. Hap«- 
piness has fidled; perfection failed; heaven 
failed, to prevent disohedience to the law of 
love. Unless^ therefore,, there was to be aa 
endless succession of these disgraceful failures, 
and the universe to go on increasing with 
fallen worlds, and felon consciences, it was 
necessary to adopt some plan for the establish- 
ment of this law, which can never be defeated, 
nor defied, when the bliss of heaven begins.. 

Now that plan is, the obedience of Christ to 
the authority of the law, and the death of 
Christ to the curse of the law. These stur 
pendous and infinite acts of homage to the 
Divine law, will support its supremacy for 
ever, through all the redeemed and unfallen 
universe of God ; and make it as morally im- 
possible, through eternity, for man or angel 
to sin or fall, as for God to lie or die. 

O, they are dupes of some passion, or dolts 
in some power of the mind, who talk of pro- 
ducing eternal obedience by the force of any 
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other means than the " constraining love o£ 
Christ." All other means have been tried, 
and have failed. Temptation vanquished 
Adam in his best estate, and angels in their 
first estate ; and, therefore, were we and all 
mankind placed as they were, there would be 
no certainty of our acting better than they 
did ; and thus no security for eternal happi* 
ness, which is God's grand object 

Some one may say, Why not prevent all 
temptation, and thus render it impossible for 
us to err or disobey? Would not that be 
easier than binding us by the blood of the 
Lamb ? If you understand your own question, 
it amounts to asking, Why not make beasts of 
us, by taking away reason and conscience at 
once ? If you now understand the nature and 
design of the eternal law, in reference to the 
eternal heaven, — it will be easy to show you 
that the death of Christ could, alone, restore 
or establish the authority of that law in the 
heart of man. 

Our hearts dislike it. They have no incli- 
nation to love God supremely. Now the real 
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question is, how this ayersion to God can be 
removed for ever? It does not go away of 
itself. It does not yield to time nor to expe- 
rience. It must, however, be entirely and 
everlastingly overcome, if we are to spend our 
immortality with Grod. Hating, or not loving 
God, will not do in heaven. It makes sad 
work even on earthy 

What, then, can produce in our hearts su- 
preme love to God ? Now, the most likely 
way that can be conceived is, by making our 
hearts good, or removing from them every 
wrong disposition. Well, suppose this were 
done by a direct act of Divine power, our 
hearts would be no better than those of angels 
and Adam ; and, therefore, we should be still 
in as much danger of ceasing to love God as 
they were. 

Its necessity will appear further, from the 
nature and effects of sin. Now the first effect 
of the first sin was, fear of the presence of 
God. And, ever since, it has been proverbial 
that fear accompanies guilt. The guilty both 
dread and dislike to think of God. And this 
shrinking aversion increases as guilt accumu- 
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lates, until the very idea of God is bated or i 
banished. i I 

Thus sin alienates the mind liom God't 
leading us to regard him as a hard master, 
and a severe judge. Now the real question is, 
How can this dread and distmst of God be put 
an eternal end to 7 I say, an eternal end to, 
because an eternal heaven requires that there 
shall never be one feeling of terror or suspicion 
rise up in the mind of the saved. 

Such being the case, nothing can 
fectual remedy for sin, but what shall efTaoe 
and prevent for ever all doubt and distrust of 
God. Now it cannot be proved that mercy* 
apart from the atonement, could do this 
that any degree of kindness could do it 
that any degree of glory could do it. 

It is very easy to say or think, that it would 
be the same to ua, however we were saved : 
the same to us, however we get to heaven. 
Remember, we have not yet seen lieaven, noi 
the God of heaven ; and, therefore, we cannot 
tell what eiTcct the sight would have upon us. 
We know that glimpsefi of his glory wellni^K 
iiverwhetmed Moses, and \8a\a.\\, a.ni'iOQ. "V^. 
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is easy to talk of trusting God, while God is 
invisible, or the mind little impressed by his 
majesty. But it requires more than a mighty 
effort to do so, when the Divine character is 
vividly present to the mind and conscience. 
Something is wanted, therefore, which shall 
put mind and conscience as much at ease be- 
fore God, through all eternity, as the hearts of 
angels are : and even mercy, apart from the 
atonement of Christ, could not do that ; be- 
cause the bestowment of mercy would, in that 
case, be an unconfirmed gift, which, like inno- 
cence, might be lost again. And thus there 
would be dread and suspicion of God still. 

" But if the gift were confirmed, by the word 
or oath of God, to endure for ever, would 
not that prevent them?" No; you forget again 
the history of the moral universe. Suspicion 
sprung up in the minds of angels and of our 
first parents. Both suspected that God kept 
back from them something good for them. 
Both imagined that there was something better 
to be got, than all that was given them. And 
just so might, and most probably would, a 
world saved by mere mercy suspect and ima- 



I 



ON ETKBNAL HEDEMPTION. 2U 



gine that they could rise higher than that 
mercy had placed them. The fate of Satan 
and his angels, as an example, could not, in- 
evitably, prevent this. Sut thu death of 
Christ will prevent all this for ever. With 
that before them, they can never imagine 
another Redemption ; can never doubt the 
love of God ; can never conceive of any thing 
beyond blood- bought bliss. 

Its necessity irill appear farther irom the 
perfection and glory of the Divine character. 
That character is to be eternally before all 
the intelligent universe of God, both the saved 
and lost ; and before them, so aa to secure the 
homage of both for ever. Yes ; it must com- 
mand the homage of all hell, as well as of all 
heaven, through eternity. 

Now, apart from the atonement, it could 
not secure, to a certainty and for » 
homage of heaven. Both its holiness and 
justice would be doubted by saints and angels, 
if n aved without an atonement. 

Th J y f al ation would not prevent this. 
T) 1 u 1 1 outd inevitably occur and recur, 
ju J p tjo to llie puwetft o^ %a\ftXa*'o.^ 
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angels, — " Sin cannot be very hateful to God, 
seeing it has been pardoned, apart from any 
satisfaction to law or justice !'* And then must 
come the staggering question^ Why are any 
punished for sin, if pardon cost nothing but 
good-will ? 

Were this the character of Gk)d, it would not 
be respected one day, by one angel ; nor one 
year, by the sinners who were saved by its 
mercy. But all such reflections and suspicions 
will be impossible, in the presence of the Lamb 
slain. His sufferings will for ever pour such a 
flood of light upon the evil of sin, and thus 
upon the perfection of holiness and justice, 
that neither saint nor angel will ever be at a 
loss to comprehend, how God can be equally 
just and merciful ; nor why mercy could not 
extend to the neglecters of the great salvation. 
Thus the whole of the Divine character will 
bear the eternal scrutiny, and command the 
eternal homage, of all heaven, when all hea- 
ven is concentrated and vying in contem- 
plating and searching out its glories. 
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